
Do you have materials you have collected as your group fought off frac sand mining, 
processing, and trans-load controversies in the past 14-15 years??? Here is an invitation for 

you and/or your group to deposit the materials for future research. 
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A number of years ago while attending and 

speaking at an Aldo Leopold Banquet in Eau 
Claire, I was approached by the archivist from the 

University at Eau Claire, Gregory J. Kocken, 
asking if I would be able to contribute materials 

from the work being done in my own group as well 
as other activist groups to the University archives. 

I agreed that I could save all the materials I 
collected as I worked with groups and 

organizations from throughout the state of 
Wisconsin as well as in neighboring states. (I have 

boxes and bins!!!!) He indicated that perhaps 50 
years from that time, people would be asking 

about the disappearance of the hills, bluffs, and 
ridges from the Northwest Wisconsin area and 

beyond. "Whatever could have happened to 
them?" was the question that Greg posed as we 
visited about that in the few minutes I talked with 

him.  
 



Having become the "Historian" for Concerned 
Chippewa Citizens, I responded in the affirmative. 
Since that time, many of the groups that formed 
during this era have vast collections of materials 

from 2007 up to the current date. In addition, a few 
of the groups have become inactive due to the 
closure, bankruptcy, idling of frac sand mines, 

processing plants and related facilities. One group 
from the Augusta/Bridge Creek/Fall Creek area in 

Wisconsin has been able to turn over their stories, 
meeting agendas and minutes, written materials 

including copies of ordinances, photographs 
captured of blasting events, pictures taken of 
some of the reclamation attempts as well as 

photos of the resulting collapse and erosion of the 
excavations. They have added other collectibles 
also. Thanks to them for their vast contribution. 

 
The University Library at Eau Claire was thrilled to 
obtain those materials. They have completed the 

cataloging and lists of the materials they have 
collected from CES are on- line for reference. 

Already there have been several people who have 
inquired about this collection. 

 
You may find an overview of the collection from 
CES (Citizens for Environmental Stewardship) at 

the following link: 
 



https://www.uwec.edu/kb/article/guide-to-the-citizens-
for-environmental-stewardship-records-2011-2019/ 

 
A couple of years ago, Save the Bluffs from Red 

Wing, MN, shared their collection with me. I will be 
turning over that collection soon to the UW-EC 

Archives as well. Eventually, in a few years, I will 
be turning over information I have collected from 
the Concerned Chippewa Citizens and Save the 

Hills Alliance, Inc., that existed under my 
leadership.  

 
I would hope that any group that collected 

information, if it hasn't been tossed, would be 
deposited with the University Library and fully 

accepted by the archivist. The attempts by the frac 
sand mining industry to get into this area as well 

as surrounding states has been heart and soul of a 
number of activist groups who worked diligently to 
save our air, water, and land from destruction and 
all of that work must be recognized so that future 

generations can appreciate what all of us went 
through to discuss the issues, research and 

develop materials, attend the many meetings, write 
and sign songs, assist in writing comprehensive 
plans and ordinances, speak to various groups, 

help each other out, obtain grants for the 
expensive development of materials and research, 

and to raise money otherwise to keep our 
communities and our health and environment safe 
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from the encroachment of the oil and gas industry 
to obtain our rich deposits of silica sand for use in 

the fossil fuel industry. Many environmental 
groups also joined in this effort to help citizens. 

 
Many people beyond Wisconsin have learned 

about some of the issues we faced and by saving 
those materials we developed throughout the 14-

15 years of the challenge could be very valuable to 
folks studying the many issues that we all, 

working together, uncovered about the industry 
and the destruction that they brought to our water, 
air, and land as well as human and animal health 
that could continue to endure for years to come. 

 
If you have materials you could donate to the 

University Archivist and the related collections to 
this topic, please call or write to:  

 
Gregory J. Kocken 

Head Special Collections Librarian and University 
Archivist 

Special Collections and Archives 
McIntyre Library, Rm. 5022 

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire 
105 Garfield Avenue, P.O. Box 4004 

Eau Claire, WI 54702-4004 
 

Phone: (715) 836-3873 
 



Fax: (715) 836-2949 
 

E-mail: kockeng@uwec.edu 
 

Web: www.uwec.edu/library/archives 
 

I know that Greg would appreciate any and/or all of 
the special materials or collections that you and/or 
your group have collected over these many years. 

He is willing to take in any collections from 
adjoining states as well as from Wisconsin. 

 
They will become priceless collections of our 

labors of love to protect our surroundings and the 
things we love as well has our health and that of 

future generations to come. 
 

Thank you in advance for calling Greg!!!! 
 

If you have questions, feel free to ask! PJP 
 

Patricia Popple  715-723-6398      sunnyday5@charter.net  
Welcome to the Frac Sand Sentinel, a newsletter highlighting resource links, news 
media accounts, blog posts, correspondence, observations and opinions gathered 

regarding local actions on, and impacts of, the developing frac sand mining and 
processing industries.  

The content of this newsletter is for informational purposes only. The editor of the Frac 
Sand Sentinel does not accept any responsibility or liability for the use or misuse of the 

content of this newsletter or reliance by any persons on the newsletter's contents. 
 
 
  

 

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE: wisair.wordpress.com and for additional information, click 
here for panoramic aerial views of frac sand mines, processing plants, and trans-load 
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facilities. FracTracker.org is also an excellent source of information and a picture 
source.  
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