
Sounds like there might be some deep problems in the industry?  
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In June, 2020, 
Covia Holdings 

Corporation filed 
for bankruptcy 

protection under 
Chapter 11.  

Fairmont Minerals 
has undergone 
several name 
changes and 

mergers since its 
grand opening about 2007 in the Town of Red 

Cedar in Dunn County.  
While the frac sand mine, processing area and 
trans-load station is still in operation as of mid-

November of this year, Covia's vast ownership has 
created some financial issues.  

CLICK ON THE LINKS BELOW TO FIND OUT MORE 
INFORMATION. 

 

 

 

 

 



Frac sand supplier Covia files for Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
Frac sand supplier Covia has filed for Chapter 11 
to reorganize their company to protect them from 

filing bankruptcy. In Wisconsin, Covia has 
facilities in Columbia, Dunn, Monroe, Pierce and 
Waupaca counties, including the only frac sand 

mine in Dunn. Covia has entered into a cost-
reduction agreement with its secured creditors, 
and intends to reduce costs by $1 billion. Covia 

Holdings Corporation now owns 32 mines, and is a 
result of the merger of Unimin and Fairmont 

Santrol. This news follows the recent news that 
frac sand supplier Hi-Crush, which also has 

facilities in W…  
https://www.wis.community/environment/news/frac-

sand-supplier-covia-files-chapter-11-bankruptcy 
 

Within the documents, you will find Covia's press 
release about the Chapter 11 protection plan to 

save the company from bankruptcy filings. 
 

To top that all off, a recent November, 2020, article 
from Bloomberg suggests fraudulent issues are a 

part of the company's problems and the SEC is 
investigating the claims made by employees who 

were interviewed.  
Read all about it at this site: 

 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-11-
19/sec-investigates-covia-holdings-cviaq-fracking-
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sand-fraud-claims 
 

It appears that the company has made claims 
about their special proppant called "Power Prop" 
assuring purchasers they were getting a superior 

product. You will find the article of special interest. 
 

In 2008, Fairmont Minerals were claiming that 
"sand is just sand". The mine, processing plant 

and transload facilities were described as a 
"model" for all to view. Chippewa County and City 
Council officials were convinced that the facility 

was an extremely "clean" operation and 
encouraged city and rural residents to visit the 

operation in Dunn County so they could be 
assured there would be no problems with dust, 

water pollution and the like. Promises were made 
to local residents who lived near the mine by 

allowing visits, giving out "free" items and 
assuring them of environmentally safe practices.  

 
During the 12-13 year span, one has to evaluate 

the appeal of the product as it relates to hydraulic 
fracturing and the impacts on air, water and 

reclamation issues generated by the facilities.  
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Patricia Popple  715-723-6398      sunnyday5@charter.net  
Welcome to the Frac Sand Sentinel, a newsletter highlighting resource links, news 
media accounts, blog posts, correspondence, observations and opinions gathered 

regarding local actions on, and impacts of, the developing frac sand mining and 
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processing industries.  
The content of this newsletter is for informational purposes only. The editor of the Frac 
Sand Sentinel does not accept any responsibility or liability for the use or misuse of the 

content of this newsletter or reliance by any persons on the newsletters contents. 
 

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE: CCC-WIS.COM and for additional information, click here 
for panoramic aerial views of frac sand mines, processing plants, and trans-load 

facilities. FracTracker.org is also an excellent source of information.  
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