est Environmental Advocates has issued a review of the Health Impact Assessment reported
a few months ago by the Institute for Wisconsin Health. The DNR's report which was shared
by Roberta Walls included some of the references to the HIA report and was presented in the
Frac Sand Sentinel (Issue #87) a few days ago. Please read and pass on the MEA
information to local and regional governmental representatives and others in the state who
are concerned about the Health, Safety, and Welfare of those who live, work and frequent
areas around frac sand mines and the related industry.

......keeping watch on the industry
Issue: #88
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MEA REVIEW OF HEALTH IMPACT ASSESSMENT
OF INDUSTRIAL SAND MINING IN WESTERN
WISCONSIN
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Wednesday, July 06,
2016
CONTACT: Kellan McLemore, Staff Attorney,
kmclemore@midwestadvocates.org
(608)251-5047 x 3
Sarah Geers, Staff Attorney,
sgeers@midwestadvocates.org
(608) 251-5047 x 5
Stacy Harbaugh, Communications and Outreach
Coordinator, sharbaugh@midwestadvocates.org
(608) 251-5047 x 1
MADISON, WI – The Institute for Wisconsin
Health’s (“IWH”) Health Impact Assessment of
Industrial Sand Mining in Western Wisconsin
(“HIA”) comes at a critical time in our collective
effort to provide information and resources to the
people most affected by this industry. The HIA
presented citizens with the opportunity to obtain
an unbiased and robust assessment of the

industrial sand mining industry in Wisconsin.
However, we are concerned that shortcomings in
the HIA limit its value and dismiss concerns
based on inadequate evidence or analysis. If the
HIA is relied upon by local officials in future
decision-making, it could actually prove to further
endanger public health. IWH was forthcoming
about the possible constraints and limitations of a
Health Impact Assessment but given the
importance of this assessment, it is important to
highlight remaining unanswered questions about
potential health impacts. . Many citizens and
several Level 1 Partners of the HIA have
expressed concerns about the HIA process and
the conclusions drawn by the authors; therefore,
using the information provided in our review,
We encourage citizens to . . .
• Attend monthly or quarterly County Board or
Public Health Department meetings and
request an opportunity to discuss or present
on shortcomings of the HIA.
•
• Engage County Boards and Public Health
Departments and ask them to carefully review
and publically comment on the HIA process
and results.

•
• Ask County officials to consider collecting
their own data to assess environmental and
health impacts.
We encourage Level 1 Partners to . . .
• Draft resolutions that explain the HIA’s
limitations and remaining unanswered
questions to further inform local officials
during decision-making.
•
• Ho Chunk Nation, a Level 1 Partner, has
already issued a press release expressing
concern about the conclusions drawn by the
HIA http://midwestadvocates.org/assets/
resources/Frac%20Sand%20Mining/
20160309HoChunkHIARelease.pdf.
•
• Engage IWH and ask them to (1) take a second
look at the existing data and consider a
revision of the conclusions drawn in the initial
report; and (2) acknowledge potential impacts
for which we do not yet have enough data to
confirm whether public health impacts are
likely or unlikely.

Please feel free to contact MEA with any
additional questions or concerns.
Sincerely,
Kellan McLemore
Staff Attorney
Midwest Environmental Advocates
612 W. Main Street, Suite 302
Madison, WI 53703
Phone: (608) 251-5047 ext 3
Fax: (608) 268-0205
www.midwestadvocates.org

Pat Popple 715-723-6398
sunnyday5@charter.net
Welcome to the Frac Sand Sentinel, a newsletter highlighting resource links, news
media accounts, blog posts, correspondence, observations and opinions gathered
regarding local actions on, and impacts of, the developing frac sand mining and
processing industries.
The content of this newsletter is for informational purposes only. The editor of the
Frac Sand Sentinel does not accept any responsibility or liability for the use or misuse
of the content of this newsletter or reliance by any persons on the newsletters
contents.
CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE: WWW.CCC-WIS.COM for additional information
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