
Wisconsin (WQOW)- Superior Silica Sands has announced a mass layoff. According to Wisconsin's 
Department of Workforce Development nearly 70 positions will eliminated. 
A letter from Superior Silica Sands to the DWD said the mass layoff is expected to be permanent. 69 
positions at all 7 Wisconsin sites will be eliminated. That includes sites in Barron, Clayton, Prairie 
Farm, Chetek and New Auburn.
The letter goes on to explain that includes all employees who were previously on temporary layoff status. 
Superior Silica Sands does not have a job bumping system and does not operate any unions.
Superior Silica Sands will ensure that employees will be paid all earned wages.  A majority of the positions 
cut are listed as 'Wet Plant Operator' or 'Dry Plant Operator'. The letter states that the layoffs began on 
March 21, 2016. 
Press Release– Superior Silica Sands expects to lay off employees at seven Wisconsin sites starting March 
21, 2016. Approximately 69 positions will be eliminated, including workers who were previously on 
temporary layoff status and additional permanent reductions. DWD will coordinate with partners in the West 
Central Wisconsin Workforce Development Area to offer Rapid Response services to affected employees.
END WNStoryBody 

(I had to use this link below to get the video) 

http://www.wqow.com/story/31560777/2016/03/24/superior-silica-
sands-to-permanently-lay-off-employees-at-7-wisconsin-sites

�
Heather Anderson
Tom Chisholm presents an important point on reclaiming this land. According to Land 
Conservation (Chippewa County) the LaGesse mine that is located in the Town of Cook's 
Valley and operated by Preferred Sands does NOT have the monies to do the reclamation. 
Preferred Sands (according to Moody's report) is near bankruptcy ... again. I would think that 
this would mean that if the county were to ask for more money from this company it wouldn't 
be forthcoming. If this is the case then the reclaiming of this particular mine's expense will be 
on this county's back. On the the county's 'Back" only me...See More
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http://www.wqow.com/story/31560777/2016/03/24/superior-silica-sands-to-permanently-lay-off-employees-at-7-wisconsin-sites


Nancy & Tom Chisholm
I am not surprised that another fracking mine is going off line. Jobs? Yes, that is traggic but 
the mining industry has a history of economic instability, well known and reported by 
SavetheHills a few years past. Now what about reclamation? Is that abandoned also?

If you want to see what the abandoned mine looked like (last year) click on the link below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k48FVw9J8Lo&feature=youtu.be

It’s probably a whole lot worse now!

Hank 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k48FVw9J8Lo&feature=youtu.be

