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CHIPPEWA FALLS — A frac sand company has announced it is 
temporarily ceasing operations in Chippewa County. 
Preferred Sands corporate headquarters announced Thursday it 
has halted work at its Bloomer sand plant because of a reduction 
in sand demand resulting from lower oil prices.  
  
The company did not divulge how many employees were 
working in Bloomer, or how many remain on staff. Calls to the 
Bloomer offices were not answered. 
“Preferred Sands intends to continue to supply existing 
processed material from its Bloomer facility and will further 
evaluate restarting processing operations based on changes in 
market conditions,” a company statement said. 
Charlie Walker, Chippewa County Economic Development Corp. 
executive director, said the news isn’t surprising given that lower 
oil prices have hurt the frac sand industry. Sand is used in a 
process known as hydraulic fracturing in which sand and 
chemicals are pumped at high pressure into the ground to 
extract gas and oil.  
“With drilling rigs dropping, they will be another victim of that,” 
Walker said Friday. 
Walker said Preferred Sands has had difficulty securing a mining 
agreement with the town of Auburn, which also could be a 
reason behind the shutdown. 
“They weren’t doing much operations in Chippewa County,” 
Walker said of Preferred Sands. “They’ve been doing minor stuff 
in Bloomer. They’ve been doing more in Blair.” 



Seth Ebel, project engineer in the Chippewa County Department 
of Land Conservation and Forest Management, said Preferred 
Sands opened a 100-acre mine in the town of Cooks Valley, west 
of Bloomer, in 2010. 
Preferred Sands had a public hearing in March 2012 about 
opening a larger, 1,200-acre mine, located at 3266 Highway 64. 
However, the town of Auburn, northwest of Bloomer, had 
imposed a nine-month moratorium on new mining operations, 
placing the project on hold. 
“They got their permit (to mine) from us, but they never broke 
ground on the site,” Ebel said. 
Vetter can be reached at 715-723-0303 or 
at chris.vetter@ecpc.comx  
———————————————————————————— 

Frac sand mining operation in 
Chippewa County to shut 
down 
Preferred Sands says it's temporarily halting work due 
to market conditions 
  By Rich Kremer | Wisconsin Public Radio Jun 16, 2015       

A frac sand mine and processing center in Chippewa County is shutting down 
because of poor market conditions.

Preferred Sands announced Thursday that it will temporarily suspend operations 
at its mine and processing facility near the City of Bloomer. The company 
declined to comment, but said in a press release that current market conditions 
forced the shutdown.

Preferred Sands says it intends to continue supplying customers from existing 
piles of processed sand at the Bloomer facility and will consider restarting the 
plant based on improvements in the frac sand market.
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This is the second announcement of its kind from a frac sand company in 
Wisconsin. In May, U.S. Silica announced it was laying off 30 employees at its 
plant in Sparta due to a 30 percent decline in demand for processed frac sand.


© Copyright 2015, Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System and 
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Sparta sand plant to layoff 30 
employees 
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Enlarge Photo

SPARTA — Thirty workers at U.S. Silica’s Sparta plant will be laid off July 15, when the plant 
cuts back production because of the trickle-down effect of the lagging oil market, a 
company spokesman said.

“We will operate the plant with a smaller workforce because we’ve seen a significant 
decrease in oil drilling, which has reduced demand for our sand” used in drilling, said the 
spokesman at the company’s headquarters in Frederick, Md.

The reduction of six salaried and 24 hourly workers will leave 34 employees at the plant, he 
said.

“We certainly hope it is temporary,” he said.

The company’s notice to the Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development indicated 
that the layoffs could last six or more months.




This is the second sand-related plant in western Wisconsin that has announced layoffs in 
recent months. Chippewa Sand Transport in Chippewa Falls notified the state in March that 
it would lay off 55 hourly workers for an undetermined amount of time beginning this month.


Copyright 2015 La Crosse Tribune. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
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Chippewa Sand Transport to lay 
off 55, cites decreased demand. 
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FILE PHOTO

A truck from Chippewa Sand Transport is seen in this file photo from Aug. 4, 2011.

March 23, 2015 5:22 pm  •  CHRIS HUBBUCH Lee Newspapers
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Fall in oil prices impacts local sand production 

� 

The lower oil prices have affected EOG Resources, Inc., at a national level, and resulted in a slowdown of 
operations at its sand processing p… Read more

A Chippewa Falls-based sand hauling company is laying off workers citing decreased 
demand for sand.

The Wisconsin Department of Workforce Development announced Monday that Chippewa 
Sand Transport would be laying off 55 hourly workers “for an undetermined time period” 
beginning May 18.

In a letter to the DWD, the company cites “a decreased need for sand hauling services in 
the near future.” The letter indicated that some employees may be able to return but said 
the company is unable to predict how many or when.

Calls to the company’s headquarters were unanswered Monday.

According to the company website, Chippewa Sand Transport employs more than 80 
workers, though a spokesman told the Herald last month that it had laid off some 
employees.

A spokeswoman for the Wisconsin Industrial Sand Association could not comment on 
Chippewa Sand, as the company is not a member of the trade group.
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However, WISA provided a written statement on the impact of lower oil prices on the silica 
sand industry, which has intensified in western Wisconsin to meet demand for the material 
used in drilling for hard-to-reach oil and natural gas reserves through a process known as 
hydraulic fracturing or fracking.

“There has been record growth in the Wisconsin sand mining industry over the last few 
years. Only time will tell the full impact a drop in oil prices will have on the local industry,” 
WISA President Rich Budinger said. “Oil is just one of many uses for industrial sand. Glass 
and foundry markets’ needs are not necessarily dependent on the oil market.”


Copyright 2015 Chippewa Herald. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or 
redistributed.
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Gustav - March 24, 2015 9:06 am  
Sorry, I forgot myself. The government will eventually have more jobs for them when the sand 
companies all leave and the mess needs to be cleaned up. Oh well, it's a business, and 
businesses have to make cuts all the time.


	 	           
 
 
 

	 	           
Report Abuse  
Gustav - March 24, 2015 5:59 am  
Best news in a long time!
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Report Abuse 
mowboy25 - March 24, 2015 8:18 am  
Ditto on Love Chippewa comments. How can you leftists celebrate loss of good 
paying jobs which support families in the Chippewa area? Typical and shameful.  
 
 
 

	 1	                            
Report Abuse 
iriskaptane - March 26, 2015 12:57 pm  
Too bad they'll have to wait a week to collect unemployment. 
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	 2	 And if Walker's plan is approved, they'll have to be drug tested before they can                           
collect.


	 3	 There are thousands of jobs out there. No problem finding another. 
                          
	 4	                            

 
 
 

	 5	                            
Report Abuse 
Gustav - March 24, 2015 8:59 am  
There are plenty of good-paying jobs out there. Walker says so; he's been 
creating them all over the place.  
 
 
 

	 2	                   
Report Abuse 
I Love Chippewa - March 24, 2015 8:01 am  
How can you say best news ever? These are real people living in our community that 
are being laid off. It's no different if you work for Pactiv, Kmart, or any other business. I 
feel for these people and hopefully they are all brought back to work. I know this 
company and the people that work for it do a ton of volunteer work and offer their 
services for a number of events and organizations in the Chippewa Valley. They are a 
good company and employee even better people. 
 
 
 

	 1	                            
Report Abuse 
Purlogic - March 24, 2015 8:17 am  
"How can you say best news ever? " A short statement that can not be 
understood, too bad." 


	 2	 
                          
	 3	 Please note the use of never for more drama.                           

 
 
 

	 	           
Report Abuse  
Terminator - March 23, 2015 10:39 pm  
It was only a matter of time before the layoffs began. Boom, or bust. Have you driven north 
up HWY 53 lately? 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Report Abuse  
SRLaBelle - March 23, 2015 8:02 pm  
We probably should have thought about a fire station before we built the SEH folks a new 
club house.
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Report Abuse 
mowboy25 - March 23, 2015 9:51 pm  
belle I hope this is temporary. The fire station does not generate tax dollars and 
besides there is nothing wrong with the current fire facilities besides being old. Govt 
needs to do more with less. We need industry and jobs. Not more govt buildings. 55 
good paying jobs are important to Chippewa Falls. 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Report Abuse 
Purlogic - March 24, 2015 8:22 am  
blowboy25, you are correct "55 good paying jobs are important to Chippewa 
Falls." You however are not, at all. 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