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Residents asked to stay indoors after CN train derails, 
catches fire in northern Ontario
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A CN Rail train carrying crude oil derailed early Saturday in northern Ontario, causing 
numerous tank cars to catch fire and spill into a local river system, the railway and provincial 
police say. 
Ontario Provincial Police say the derailment occurred at about 2:45 a.m. about four kilometres 
southwest of Gogama, Ont., which is about 80 km south of Timmins. 
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MORE RELATED TO THIS STORY
 • Alberta 2013 train derailment caused by defective track, TSB says          
 • TSB says derailment shows new tank-car standards aren’t good enough          
 • CN Rail reaches tentative deal with union, avoiding lockout          
They say the derailment involved 10 train cars — some of which caught fire and entered the 
Mattagami River System. 
OPP Const. Gillian Coughlin says officers are at the scene to ensure public safety and the 
Gogama Fire Department was called to assist in containing the blaze. 
Police say residents of Gogama and the nearby Mattagami First Nation are being asked to stay 
inside until further notice for public safety due to possible smoke inhalation. 
“There has been nobody injured which is crucial, but we definitely do have an issue going on 
there with cars that caught fire,” Coughlin said. “That’s why we’re requesting people stay 
inside.” 
Roxanne Veronneau, owner of the Gogama Village Inn, said the fire quickly spread throughout 
the river and destroyed an exit bridge out of town. 
“We have two exits in Gogama to get in and out of town and the bridge apparently is burned 
down,” Veronneau said. “So now we have one other exit, which is relatively close to where all 
of this is going on.” 
This is the third CN derailment in northern Ontario is less than a month, and the second in the 
same area. 
A CN freight train derailed on Thursday 100 kilometres east of Hornepayne, Ont., but there 
was no leakage from the 16 residue tank cars that contained crude oil or gasoline. 
On Feb. 14, a derailment occurred in the same area south of Timmins, when 29 cars loaded 
with crude oil and petroleum distillates derailed and caused a fire. 
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Veronneau says the town is filled with safety crews working to clean up the damage and that 
large plumes of smoke can still be seen nearby. 
“The good part about that is that the cleanup crew, they had all of the equipment over at the 
first derailment which made it quicker to get their hands on the equipment and bring it over to 
our site,” Veronneau said, adding that people are concerned about what could have happened. 
“People are kind of sitting on edge right now... they’re not impressed because it could have 
happened right here. Look in Quebec what happened to them and how many lives were lost.


