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Concerned residents are asking for a review of the Houston 
County Commissioners competence after failing to pass a frac 
sand ban that had overwhelming support from county residents. 
Families Resisting Energy Extraction (F.R.E.E), SandPoint Times, 
Houston County Protectors and Houston County Government 
Accountability are the community groups advocating a continued 
effort to ban frac sand (silica) mining in Houston County.
“Three of the commissioners reversed their decision last week 
(March 3, 2015) after a unanimous previous vote to add ban 
language to the ordinance,” stated local resident Bryan Van Gorp, 
member of Houston County Protectors. “Their own county 
attorney indicated they had every legal right to enact a ban. This 
move defies what the wide majority of county residents want (90% 
favor a ban) and we are now asking the Commissioners to explain 
to the people why they changed their minds—and were they 
influenced by pro-mining interests.” Van Gorp continues: 
“Additionally, by not passing the new ordinance we reverted back 
to the original ordinance and we have numerous serious concerns 
about how the county has been enforcing the mining ordinances.”
“With a three-year moratorium on frac sand mining that ended 
March 5, the Commissioners did not fulfill their lawful duty to 
protect the health and well-being of the individuals who elected 
them,” explained Bruce Kuehmichel, Caledonia resident and 
member of Houston County Protectors and F.R.E.E. “The 
community coalitions have strategized and are now asking very 



tough questions related to whether the Commissioners are 
competent to represent the people of the county. Furthermore, we 
believe they do not understand the full extent of zoning laws and 
the numerous dangers associated with frac sand mining.”
An over-riding problem expressed by individuals and community 
groups in the county is that enforcement of any ordinance is very 
weak and current county documents indicate that residents must 
essentially enforce the ordinance, by lodging complaints about 
mining violations. Previous attempts in this arena have resulted in 
a backlash of fear and intimidation towards those submitting 
complaints.
Commissioner Zmyewski characterized last week’s meeting as 
breakdown in democracy: “With total disregard for the people’s 
health and the well being of our environment, Commissioners 
Walter, Schuldt and Storlie clearly demonstrated that big business 
rules and the people in the county are officially suppressed.” He 
committed to bring up the ban ordinance at each upcoming 
Commissioners meeting. The next meeting is Tuesday March 9, 
where residents and community groups are expected to express 
their disappointment and ask compelling questions of the 
Commissioners regarding their reasons for reversing their 
decision on a ban and the level of influence exerted by pro-mining 
individuals and corporate interests.

Houston County is part of the unique “Driftless Area” of Southeast 
Minnesota, with the mighty Mississippi River and the Upper 
Mississippi Wildlife Refuge on the Eastern border. For more 
information on the frac sand mining issue, view the slide show 
here:  “LAST CHANCE TO TALK SAND”  and visit the website links 
below.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Driftless_Area
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Upper_Mississippi_River_National_Wildlife_and_Fish_Refuge
https://www.slideshare.net/secret/1HDTiHRxDrjHj


BAN FAILED3.3.15
Why did Commissioners Walter, Storlie and Schuldt 
reverse their previous approval to add “ban” language to 
the ordinance? Why did they fail to ban?

From a community flyer posted here
###
Key groups fighting for a ban:
www.freehoustonsand.com (Families Resisting Energy Extraction)
www.houstoncountyrealitycheck.com (Houston County Protectors)
www.sandpointtimes.com
More	  Informa+on:

www.landstewardshipproject.com, www.sandpointtimes.com; 
www.midwestadvocates.org
www.mncenter.org
Frac Sand Sentinal (wisair.wordpress.com/frac-sand-sentinel) 
regionalfracsandmining.blogspot.com
Houston County Government Accountability Project 
(www.houstoncountyrealitycheck.com)
Houston County Official Website - www.co.houston.mn.us

The photo of Houston County Bluffs in our header is from Robert J. Hurt 
– Landscape photographer
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