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SCHUYLER COUNTY (WENY) Local attorneys are calling a decision made by the Town of Reading 
Court - historic. Saying they've never seen anything like it before. 
     Forty Two cases were dismissed at the Town of Reading Court, Wednesday night, against 
Seneca Lake gas storage protesters. Judge Raymond Berry dropped the charges saying it was " in 
the interest of justice." "The judge was amazing last night he told us he was proud of us. He 
commended us for sticking through it and said he's begun to admire us," recalls protester Doug 
Couchon.  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     Over the past five months more than 200 arrests have been made outside the gates of 
Crestwood Midstream, on the shore of Seneca Lake. The protesters of the gas storage facility, have 
been occupying Schuyler County Courts ,as well as the county jail,   for trespassing and disorderly 
conduct charges. Last night, The defendants submitted an oral motion asking for their charges to be 
dismissed. 
     The statement said, "We only have this planet. We must safeguard it for those who follow. Would 
that it not be necessary, but sometimes citizens of good conscience must engage in non-violent acts 
of civil disobedience to protect that sacred trust. As long as Crestwood Midstream Partners, or any 
other corporate or public or private entity, continues to threaten our way of life by the proven 
dangerous storage of highly compressed gas in the crumbling caverns at the Salt Point facility, I 
reserve the right to act as my conscience dictates in order to protect Seneca Lake, its citizens, and 
the surrounding environment. I reserve all rights to protest further at the Crestwood facility, although 
it is not my intent at this time to break the law in doing so."  
    In each case, Judge Berry granted the motion and dismissed the charges. "If it wasn't for the 
DA's support we would not be where we are right now. This kind of motion really can only go 
through with the DA's support," says We are Seneca Lake legal advisor, Sujata Gibson. The 
prosecution responded with the follow, "The People understand (and, indeed, share) the belief that 
"we all have an obligation to protect our environment". However, it is the institutional duty of the 
People to enforce the laws of the State of New York and to protect the rights of all citizens, individual 
and corporate. Because the People believe that the defendant is unlikely to engage in criminal acts 
at the Crestwood facility in the future, the People do not oppose the motion to dismiss." 
     According the protest group, We are Seneca lake, an offer is on the table with the Schuyler 
County District attorney's office to dismiss 100 other trespassing and disorderly charges that are 
pending cases. "This was a great feeling. It was overwhelming in fact to stand with my brothers and 
sisters in the movement and read that motion statement together it brought tears to lots of people 
eyes and we begin to know were making a difference," says Couchon.


