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We all know that in life there is always a give and take; if we want something, we have to pay for it 
somehow. This mining bill is no different than anything else about which we make decisions. Our 
legislators must be judicious and wisely consider all of the pros and cons put forth, keeping in mind 
the Ninth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution which states “The enumeration in the Constitution, of 
certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others (rights) retained by the people.” This 
mining bill, if passed, will mean that the Wisconsin government is denying thousands of people their 
rights to clean air and water, good health, productive land, stable home values, and many valuable 
intangible qualities of good living. It will also force many people to accept relatively short-term jobs 
in mining that often are injurious to their health and well being, instead of pursuing more long term 
jobs that help promote overall physical & economic health and well being.  Is this not similar to the 
contentious relationship between Great Britain and our struggling colonies when they threw off the 
yoke of  tyranny?    

Over and over we have heard how Wisconsin and especially the Bad River Watershed area is going to 
greatly benefit economically from the Gogebic Taconite Mine. We have heard that there will be 700 
jobs provided by the mining company and that the multiplier factor may generate another 3,000 jobs. 
(One legislator was even heard to say that there could be 100,000 jobs generated from this.) Roads, 
gas lines, electrical power, etc. would be upgraded in the area of the mine.   The Bad River area will 
potentially get 30 percent, and the State of Wisconsin will get 70 percent of the funds generated from 
the mining fees. It is possible that southern Wisconsin could generate jobs in the mining equipment 
factories. There are many college-degreed persons that might get employment in hydrology, 
engineering, geology, accounting, business, etc. But let’s be honest, the lion’s share of the benefits will 
go to the Gogebic Taconite Company.  

We concede that all these positives might be possible, but we do emphasize that the area will be 
destroyed and 1,000 years may not make it right again. 30 years versus 1,000 plus years; that is a very 
bad ratio of give and take. What about the other liabilities? If the State decides to mine this iron ore, 
what are the costs. Let us itemize some of these costs separately for clarity:   

1) The general health of almost everyone in the area will be affected in a negative fashion. Some items 
affecting health are: dust, noise, fumes, smog, sulfides and heavy metal ions in drinking water . 
Slightly longer range health issues are: birth defects, emphysema,  silicosis, mesothelioma, cancer and 
male infertility, to name a few. A study of the health issues caused by Reserve Mining Company at 
Silver Bay, MN tells a grim story that includes all those listed above and more.      

 2) Groundwater and other aquifers are limited in the Bad River Watershed due to a hard rock shield. 
Eventually most of the rain water that soaks into the ground seeps into the creeks, rivers, and lakes; 
thus, large reservoirs are not formed. The World Resources Institute (WRI) presently rates the Bad 
River Watershed  as being a low to medium water risk. With the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers 
(USACE) already greatly concerned about the control of this mining operation, we believe that if this 
bill is passed, the WRI will escalate their rating to extreme risk.  
3) Infra structure improvements such as highways, large building construction, and railroad 
regeneration will cause considerable damage and pollution to the area in their own right. The 



increased truck and car traffic will reduce the safety on the roads and increase considerably the 
ambient fugitive dust. Just look at the areas around frac-sand mines or look at all the horrendous 
traffic problems in Williston, ND. 

4) The most complex topic of discussion is “the economy and jobs”. GTAC has promised that the 
mine-operation will provide 700 jobs, but generally they don’t point out that most of those jobs 
require trained and skilled employees; this means that most of those positions will be filled by 
outsiders. The multiplier jobs in the area will be more than offset by the present jobs lost in the tourist 
industry and related businesses. (These are long-term stable jobs.) This effect is already showing up in 
western Wisconsin’s frac-sand mining area. Some key legislators have said that their objective was to 
look at Minnesota’s mining regulations and mold this Wisconsin mining bill after Minnesota’s laws. If 
they had done that, they would have looked at the laws that came out of a thirteen-year legal case 
against Reserve Mining. Those Minnesota laws are still in place, and would counter the ravaging of 
the water-regulations proposed in this perilous Wisconsin  bill.    

5) We have seen no end to statements that are partial truths, but are said in such away as to hide the 
ugly whole truth. The following example is paraphrased [“Iron ore is iron oxide,”  and “iron sulfide 
is not considered an ore,” and “we don’t mine iron sulfide”.] This is a true statement, but stops 
before fully stating that the miners will move millions of tons of overburden laced with heavy metal 
sulfides and iron silicates (which is the source of asbestos). The rains will flush these sulfides, 
fractured silica and asbestos down the streams and rivers into Lake Superior after polluting everything 
along the way. There are many of these misdirecting statements made by GTAC and others, thus 
misdirecting the thought process of many people. 

The big winner in passing this bill will be GTAC, a subsidiary of “The Cline Group” which is a huge 
world-wide conglomerate with no ties to the well being of the State of Wisconsin. Those that find 
employment because of the mine will benefit monetarily and maybe the State, counties and towns 
also. The losers will be those that lose their jobs, those that lose their health, those that lose property 
value, those that lose their clean fresh water and air, those that lose their quality of live, those that lose 
their pristine surroundings, etc. These losers will be the ones that pay the bill for all the winners. The 
State, counties and towns may gain monetarily, but when this short term mining of thirty years is 
done, all that you will  have left of the Bad River Watershed is a big hole in the ground and filthy 
polluted water and ravaged land.  

The Bad River Indian Tribe will be the biggest loser. Their land, water, primary food sources,  culture, 
health, and possibly their businesses will all be corrupted and lost. We thought this nation’s mal-
treatment of the Indian nations ended 100 years ago, but perhaps greed does not take a sabbatical ever.  
Most of we older folk will remember the western movies where Indian Chiefs made the comment 
“White man speak with forked tongue.”  Perhaps it is not great prose, but it speaks volumes.  


