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There is a tendency in this country for politicians, especially Republican politicians, to 
base important decisions that affect the health, welfare, and well-being of the people on 
emotion, fear, religion, deliberate misinformation, or special interest greed. Republicans 
depend on lies and deceit to convince their ignorant base to support dangerous policies, 
and it is why they criticize science and unbiased research so vehemently; particularly 
surrounding issues surrounding the fossil fuel industry and its risk to the environment; 
and Americans’ health.

On Wednesday, after a two year comprehensive study on the damaging effects to the 
health of New York residents from the controversial oil industry practice of hydraulic 
fracturing (fracking), Governor Andrew Cuomo announced that he deferred his decision 
on fracking to findings of the Department of   Environmental Conservation (DEC) and 
New York health commissioner. Cuomo said that since fracking is “the most emotionally 
charged issue that I’ve ever experienced. More than marriage equality, more than the gun 
issue, more than the death penalty. I will be bound by what the medical experts say; let 
the science decide.” Obviously, Republicans lambasted Cuomo for depending on science 
to protect the health of Empire State residents.
What the science decided was that according to extensive research and lengthy reviews 
by DEC commissioner Joseph Martens and state health commissioner Howard Zucker, 
fracking would be banned in New York State. According to both Martens and Zucker, the 
risks to New York state’s water supply and air quality were too great to approve fracking. 
The two men said that the preponderance of peer-reviewed studies revealed that there was 
both scientific and anecdotal evidence of immediate health and environmental risks in 
allowing fracking to  proceed in  New York.  Dr.  Zucker  said the “current  studies  and 
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cumulative concerns about fracking give me reason to pause,” and that he would not 
allow his “family to live in an area where hydraulic fracturing was taking place.” He also 
said that “We have a responsibility to ourselves, but also to future generations,” and the 
two men based their decision on science; not industry greed or emotion.
The idea that fracking is an imminent health threat to Americans, now and long into the 
future, is not a novel proposition, but basing a decision on science to ban the practice 
certainly  is  and  dependent  on  which  party  controls  a  state.  Last  October,  California 
regulators shut down about 30 fracking injection wells despite objections from the oil 
industry  because  they  were  contaminating  aquifers  with  poison  and  carcinogens 
discovered through scientific reports and research. New York and California residents are 
fortunate to have Democratic governors protecting their health and well-being, unlike 
Wisconsin that is suffering a Republican crusade banning attempts to regulate the damage 
and health risks from the fracking industry.
Scientists, medical researchers, and the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) officials have known for years that, besides the health risk of carcinogenic toxins 
used in  fracking,  the  sand (silica)  mixed with chemicals  are  extreme health  risks;  to 
workers and area residents. In fact, silica, whether mixed with chemicals and water, or as 
dust,  is a carcinogen that causes silicosis; a serious and incurable lung condition that 
causes scarring in the lungs, weakness, hinders the body’s ability to fight infections, and 
eventually  respiratory  failure.  OSHA lists  bronchitis,  chronic  obstructive  pulmonary 
disorder, lung cancer, and tuberculosis as just a few of the deadly risk factors of silicosis.
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