
James J. Drost: Sand mining bad for 
tourism, health 
Dear Editor: I am responding to a recent letter to the editor by the president of the 
Wisconsin Industrial Sand Association. Its intention is to correct what he believes is an 
inaccurate portrayal of the sand mining industry.

The letter states that mines are removing a naturally occurring mineral from the ground. 
Crystalline silica (frac sand) is compared to the product that is produced by “stone and 
gravel mines.” While “stone and gravel mines” produce small quantities of “crystalline 
silica,” it is minuscule compared to what frac-sand mines produce. Lead and mercury 
compounds are naturally occurring minerals, but are they harmless?

The article implies that the Wisconsin DNR and the Minnesota DNR are equivalent. In May 
2011, Act 21 was passed, leaving Wisconsin's DNR an agency with minimal authority to 
enforce environmental regulations. In an article published Oct. 30, 2013, by Minnesota 
Public Radio, Dennis Egan, spokesperson for Minnesota Industrial Sand Council, stated, 
“Wisconsin is not Minnesota.” As of January 2014, there were only nine frac-sand facilities 
operating in Minnesota, primarily due to the state’s more stringent environmental 
regulations. Sand mining companies generally come to Wisconsin. 

Although approximately 5,000 long-term jobs have been created by frac-sand mining, there 
has been at least as many jobs in tourism or related businesses lost. Home and land 
values have plummeted around mining operations, towns and schools are threatened with 
health issues, and towns are losing residents, businesses and acres of farmland. If residents 
live within three or four miles of a mining facility and are downwind, they experience heavy 
dust coverings on their vehicles and in their homes. During the last 1.5 years, the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health has issued alerts that ambient silica dust 
can cause cancer, silicosis, COPD, allergies, etc.

Frac-sand mining is a very risky business.

John P. Drost

Eau Claire


Read more: http://host.madison.com/news/opinion/mailbag/james-j-drost-sand-mining-bad-for-
tourism-health/article_07377fb0-8565-5f04-8237-641d1a5f1c5e.html#ixzz3J8yDwv8x

http://host.madison.com/ct/news/opinion/mailbag/rich-budinger-rely-on-facts-not-fear-in-frac-sand/article_70b35194-e943-5966-a6b1-dd8dfc5747c4.html
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2011/related/acts/21.pdf
http://www.civilsocietyinstitute.org/media/pdfs/092514%20CSI%20BAR%20frac%20sand%20mining%20report%20FINAL2%20-%20EMBARGOED.pdf
http://connection.ebscohost.com/c/articles/78194118/osha-niosh-issue-hazard-alert-focusing-silica-exposure-risk-from-frac-sand
http://host.madison.com/news/opinion/mailbag/james-j-drost-sand-mining-bad-for-tourism-health/article_07377fb0-8565-5f04-8237-641d1a5f1c5e.html#ixzz3J8yDwv8x

