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Firefighters and railroaders work along the tracks where several 
CSX tank cars carrying crude oil derailed and caught fire along the 
James River in Lynchburg, Va., Wednesday, April 30, 2014.
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LYNCHBURG, Va. – For the sixth time in less than a year, a train 
carrying crude oil has derailed and exploded in North America, 
once again putting a spotlight on the movement of crude oil-by-
rail. Late Wednesday, investigators with the National 
Transportation Safety Board were heading to Lynchburg, Va., 
where a CSX Transportation oil train derailed and caught fire, 
sending flames and black smoke hundreds of feet into the air and 
spilling burning fuel into the nearby James River.

The loaded oil train, KO82-27, was heading for Yorktown, Va., with 
104 cars of oil and one head-end spacer car. According to CSX, 15 
cars derailed in the incident about 2:30 p.m. Nobody was injured in 
the accident but much of downtown Lynchburg was evacuated. 
The railroad confirmed that three tank cars were damaged in the 

http://trn.trains.com/sitefiles/utilities/image.aspx?item=%7B129BA469-03E7-447D-88E3-8DEEC20E3972%7D&mw=900&mh=600
http://trn.trains.com/sitefiles/utilities/image.aspx?item=%7B129BA469-03E7-447D-88E3-8DEEC20E3972%7D&mw=900&mh=600


wreck and burned for about two hours. Downtown residents were 
able to return to their homes by Wednesday evening. Virginia Gov. 
Terry McAuliffe announced the state was offering the city “any and 
all resources” it needed to deal with effects of the wreck. 
Meanwhile, CSX opened a community outreach center at the 
Wingate Hotel to handle any needs arising from the derailment. 
The center will be open from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Thursday. CSX Chief 
Executive Michael Ward told Fox Business Network that his 
company was deploying as many resources as it could to help the 
community.

“We are deploying all of our resources for three primary purposes, 
one to support the local emergency responders and secondly to 
protect the community and citizens from injury, and finally to 
protect the environment,” Ward said Wednesday.

Just ten months ago, 47 people were killed and more than 30 
buildings were leveled when a Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway 
oil train derailed and exploded in downtown Lac-Megantic, 
Quebec. The MM&A has since gone bankrupt and is in the process 
of being sold while the small town of about 6,000 has yet to fully 
recover. Derailments have also occurred in Alberta, New 
Brunswick, Alabama and North Dakota, all with explosive 
outcomes. Since December, the Canadian government has made 
efforts to ban the DOT-111 tank car that has been at the center of 
many of the wrecks and is requiring shippers and railroads to 
phase out the car by 2017. Last week, Transportation Secretary 
Anthony Foxx said the United States would make a similar effort in 
the coming months.

Just hours before the Lynchburg wreck, New York Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo urged President Barack Obama to use executive powers to 
bringing “needed and overdue safety regulation to the crude oil 



transportation system.” Shortly after news of the latest wreck 
broke, Cuomo issued a statement to the media.

"This is the latest in a series of accidents involving trains 
transporting crude oil, a startling pattern that underscores the 
need for action. In addition to steps that states like New York are 
taking, the federal government must overhaul the safety 
regulations, starting with taking DOT-111 trains off the rails now. 
These trains travel through populated communities in Upstate New 
York and we cannot wait for a tragic disaster in our state to act,” 
Cuomo said.


