
The Department of Interior should not be fueling 
climate change!

Tell Interior Secretary Sally Jewell: No new coal 
leases!

Dear HenryI, 

It's time for the Department of Interior to do its part to create a kid-safe and climate-safe 
energy supply.

US coal companies mine more than a billion tons of coal each year, much of it from land 
leased by the Department of Interior — but they are mining more coal than is being used 
domestically, so they are shipping more and more of it to Europe and Asia.1 If we don't start 
reducing the supply of coal, fossil fuel companies will continue to export more of it 
overseas, spewing even more carbon pollution into the atmosphere.

But instead of helping to keep the coal in the ground, the Department of Interior has actually 
been giving coal companies access to public lands at far below market value — essentially 
subsidizing coal extraction and making coal executives richer.

We need to make it clear to the Department of Interior that permitting new coal leases on 
public lands jeopardizes public health and contradicts the Obama Administration's 
expressed goal of climate stabilization.

Tell Interior Secretary Sally Jewell: no new coal leases on federal land!

Much of the coal burned in the US comes from federal lands. For instance, the Powder River 
Basin, mostly federal property, produces about 40% of all coal burned in the United States.
2 Stemming the flow of coal is absolutely essential to cutting carbon pollution.
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Millions of people, including thousands of Climate Parents members, have called on the EPA 
to stand up to the fossil fuel industry and implement a strong rule limiting carbon pollution 
from power plants. This is just one piece of the puzzle, though. The Department of the 
Interior needs to stop incentivizing the coal that fuels climate change. It should grant more 
leases for wind and solar farms instead.

Secretary Jewell could be a partner in supporting bold action on climate. Instead, the Interior 
Department is giving away the store to coal companies. A recent General Accounting Office 
report showed that recent leases were undervalued by at least $200 million and as much as 
$30 billion over the last 20 years from the Powder River Basin region alone. The problem is 
so bad that Massachusetts Senator Ed Markey recently called for a moratorium on all new 
federal coal leases.3

Meanwhile, the US is producing so much cheap coal that companies are seeking to export as 
much of it as possible just to keep coal prices high. The US is now on track to ship more 
than 100 million tons of coal for the third year in a row — a new record.4

The Department of Interior can and should do its part to ensure a coherent climate policy. 
With enough of a public outcry, we'll be able to create a powerful media story that pressures 
Jewell to act by exposing the contradiction between Interior Department policy and 
President Obama's climate goals, and by focusing more public attention on the Interior 
Department's role in fueling carbon pollution.

Tell Interior Secretary Sally Jewell to stop new coal leases on public lands.

Thanks and take care,
Lisa, John and the rest of the Climate Parents team

P.S. Every day, our small team fights for a better climate for our kids and communities — and 
we couldn't do it without YOU. Please support our ongoing work with a $5 donation.
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______________________________

You're getting this message from ClimateParents.org. Our children will thank us later for the 
care we give now. Right? :-)
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