Greetings to all from Chippewa Falls, WI and Chippewa County, my
birthplaces. I trust that each of you had a very fine Thanksgiving
and that you have taken some time to spend with your family and
friends accordingly at this wonderful season of the year.
This Frac Sand Sentinel is devoted to comments by Heather
Andersen, resident of Chippewa County and the Town of Auburn.
Her special comments are about SB 349 and appropriate
particularly for those who live in the northern part of the County.
They are also indicative of what can occur as the industry marches
into the Towns and Counties of our state without much in the way of
restrictive and enforceable ordinances that can protect the health,
safety and welfare of the many residents who live in the
increasingly affected locations.
Your participation in grassroots level groups is crucial and I
encourage your involvement! We know the problem; the key is
taking action. If there are possibilities for more restrictive
ordinances in MN and parts of WI, then it should be possible where
you live. But it can't happen without your participation and activity.
Many can make the difference. Grassroots involvement is the key
and each of you can help to carry the ball to greater achievements!
Call someone this next week to offer your assistance and get
involved!
Attached are two formats for this Frac Sand Sentinel. One is in PDF
file and the other is in Word.
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As a result of sand mining and processing operations, the Village of
New
Auburn has taken a beating in the relatively short time the industry
has been
located there. Little concern is demonstrated for the people, their
lives, or their future
generations to come despite the promises offered by the mining
companies. Their good neighbor policies don’t seem to measure up
to the standards of neighborliness.
Several people have written and spoken in regard to the concerns
both in the Town and the Village, but one person has given her all in
regard to the issues. The speech below says a great deal. More
citizens must join the grassroots movement to say even more. We
know the problem, but only the voices of larger groups may make
more
of an impact! Please join Heather Andersen in attending meetings
and speaking out
on behalf of others and particularly the children in the village.

My name is Heather Andersen and I reside in Chippewa County/Town
of Auburn, Wisconsin. I am speaking on behalf of myself and as a
resident of the Town of Auburn and as a concerned person for the
residents in the Village of New Auburn.
In speaking with my representatives, Senator Moulton and
Representative Larson from the 67th district at a recent get
together in the village of New Auburn, I raised my concerns
about the numerous frac sand mines, processing plants with
trans-loading facilities and the density of those mines.
I asked them if they had seen the mines. The answer from Senator
Moulton was, “yes” they had seen the mines. I then asked how
many they had visited. The answer was “TWO”! They visited two
mines out of many in their district? They had toured these two
mines and had listened to the companies spew their corporate
views. One was EOG in Chippewa Falls and the other was a mine
located just North of the village but they couldn’t remember the
name.
My representatives from the 67th district toured only two mines?
I wonder if representatives from other districts have toured ANY
mines in the areas of the greatest concentration of the mining
industry; i.e. the counties of Chippewa, Dunn, Eau Claire,
Trempealeau, and Jackson? I have great concern as to what they
know about the problems these heavy concentrations of mines and
the related industry have upon the citizens who live in these
mining areas. I doubt that many representatives have seen the
land being destroyed by these mining companies. If our
representatives have not connected with the citizens who live in
their own districts, I’m relatively sure that representatives
who have put forth Senate Bill 349 have not done so.
I would ask that representatives who would take away the local
town and county control to regulate mining and place it in the
hands of the State of WI some questions.
Have you witnessed or heard:
**the problems in the village of New Auburn? Has anyone taken
their time to speak with those citizens who live there?
**the problems resulting from two processing plants one at each
end of the village plus the impact of two other processing
facilities about a mile north of the village one of which has
polluted a vast marsh and a creek in the area?

**the large quantities of sand deposited on the streets of the
village?
**the rumble of 800 plus trucks running 8 hours a day traveling
day in and day out through the main street of the village
transporting sand from the mines to the processing facilities
within the village, with more trucks to come as more mines
are permitted?
**the voices of concern from the village residents and their
children playing on the school playground when there has been
silica sand dust found in the filters of the village school?
Changing filters does not protect the children on the playground
nor the athletes practicing on the practice field.
Who has spoken to the parent who set a birthday party picnic
table only to find that the plates were dusted with sand in a
short period of time and had to bring the picnic party inside?
Who has spoken to the citizens who have had to change their
sleeping arrangements from the main floor to basement? They can
no longer open windows in the summer catching the cool breezes.
This move was necessary because of trains booming, coupling and
uncoupling; train whistles blowing at night WITHIN the village.
Who has spoken to the woman who must clean her clothes lines
before hanging out the wash? The rag is black with diesel fuel
from the trucks passing by. A mine operator told her to buy a
dryer.
Who will compensate the family whose rental property sits empty
because it is located right next to the train tracks? The diesel
engine runs continually during winter months while cars are
loaded.
Finally, who will listen to the two brothers who have witnessed
and documented pollution from the northern plants into their
beloved McKeesey Marsh? Which of these representatives producing
this bill knows of this marsh, a wildlife refuge, or where it is
located? This wetland is so diverse in its beauty and biology
that it could NEVER be replicated in any other location. This
marshland is only one of many wetlands being destroyed by these
mining companies.

How can a bill that is being presented by elected officials who
do not know the area, have not spoken to its citizens, have not
bothered to explore the area, have not seen the vast destruction
processes used by this industry cutting through thousands of
acres of land be entrusted to have the “health, safety and
welfare” of those citizens first and foremost in their actions?
How can they even suggest taking away local control and placing
it in the hands of the state?
I implore you to leave these decisions that will affect so many
people in my area, indeed the entire state, up to the local
governments. In many instances we have not had the good fortune
to have those local governments make wise decisions, but in
putting this in the hands of officials who know nothing of the
individual townships nor are concerned about the health, safety
and welfare of the local citizenry, there will be no hope. We
have a chance with the local governments who surely must love
and have a greater respect for the land and people they
represent than those representatives living far away.
One last statement to the governor of this state: Get out of
your happy dream of jobs, jobs, jobs and come into or nightmare
of living in the real world of frac sand mining.
Thank you for your time. I hope that you will carefully consider
this bill and the negative effects it will have on the citizens
of this state who are already impacted by many aspects of this
industry. Heather Anderson, author
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