Greetings to all of you!
A bus load of people from NW Wisconsin headed out for Madison, WI, on Oct. 24, 2013 at 6 a.m. making
scheduled stops along the way to pick up more friends. They were a adventurous, hearty and determined
band of pioneers bound and determined to speak to the Committee on Workforce Development, Forestry,
Mining, and Revenue (Chaired by Senator Tiffany) about Senate Bill 349 and how it will affect changes in
their local towns, municipalities and counties if passed . Senate Bill 349 ( also called the "Regulatory
Certainty Act", "Regulatory Uncertainty Act", "Regulatory Confusion Act", "The Moscow Model", "State
Power-Grab", "Kneecapping Local Communities Act" during the day) was designed to give the state the
power to take over regulations of non-metallic mines in WI in most every aspect. Counties and towns have
been largely responsible for decision making regarding health, safety and welfare of their constituents, but
this could all change. You should have copies of the bill in your email files as well as information from Ron
Koshoshek about his interpretation (please check the past mailings). If you haven't already done so, please
read the information so you can have a strong base of understanding about the bill do you can use it to
write to legislators and the writers behind this bill, make statements to the media, or pen letters to the editor
of your local, regional or state press!
We arrived about 9:40 a.m., a little after the hearings started, but the chair (Tiffany) allowed all the bill
sponsors to speak well beyond the the 3 minutes that would have been allotted to the citizenry. Their basic
premise was that there is currently a mix of local ordinances that make for an environment of uncertainty
and instability for these financially strapped and struggling frac sand mines who were being exploited by
bullying local townships. After prompting from Senator Jauch, none could come up with an example of a
local ordinance that had overstepped its authority; neither could they give an estimate of how many local
ordinances would become null and void if this legislation passed. By the time these people had finished, the
bus riders had to return to their homes without a chance of speaking although we were promised they would
fit us in .
We had experienced a full day and returned home into the setting sun and darkness exhausted, but
motivated to continue on our way, to motivate local and county boards to stand up and take control of their
own destinies. This state "power-grab" is still with us, but the voices in opposition must be heard loudly and
clearly. If we continue to persist( and we must) on many fronts and remain vigilant, we remain have to
remain hopeful that this bill will not pass. We who attended this session are dependent upon you to express
your views, too.
I sent out, to a few of you, the incomplete press release but I am now including the latest of the releases
though after-the-fact. It is important you talk a look at the number and names of the sponsors for the rally
held at noon on the south Capitol steps. It was an impressive rally, well attended and with speakers from all
over the state. Enthusiasm abounded.............and we carried our mine and processing plant posters which
clearly demonstrate these are NOT sand and gravel operations here in the north.........but frac sand
operations mining, processing and transporting silica with respirable crystalline silica dust!
Here goes:
-FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASEDozens of Groups to Rally for Local Control at State Capitol
MADISON--On Thursday, Oct. 24, at 12 noon, Wisconsin citizens will rally on the State Street Steps outside
the State Capitol in response to the unprecedented attack on local democracy launched by Sen. Tom Tiffany
on behalf of the frac sand mining industry.
Last week, Tiffany made public SB 349, a draft bill that would strip local governments of the power to protect
air and water quality, prevent unsafe blasting, and recoup costs to taxpayers from damage done to local
roadways by heavy truck traffic from frac sand mining operations. While aimed squarely at communities
experiencing the consequences of the uncontrolled boom in frac sand mining, the law impacts counties,
townships, and municipalities throughout Wisconsin. It would prevent local governments anywhere from

instituting environmental and public health protections beyond what the state is able or willing to enforce,
such as efforts of communities threatened by the proposed G-Tac

open pit iron mine to prevent blasting in asbestos-laden bedrock.
"This bill has the effect of regarding residents in our townships across the whole state as simply collateral
damage that is 'necessary' for industry development and profits," said UW-Eau Claire Professor Emeritus
Ron Koshoshek, who lives near Chippewa Falls.
The Senate committee on Workforce Development, Forestry, Mining, and Revenue will hold a public hearing
on the bill starting at 9:30 am on Thursday. A citizen lobby day against the bill is also being planned.
The noon rally is being sponsored by the following groups and individuals:
The noon rally is being sponsored by the following groups and individuals:
Madison Action for Mining Alternatives
Wisconsin Network for Peace and Justice
Wisconsin Grassroots Network
Save the Hills Alliance, Inc.
Family Farm Defenders
Preserve Trempealeau County
Save Our Town Whitehall
Town of Lincoln Concerned Citizens
Wisconsin Resources Protection Council
SOUL of Wisconsin
Midwest Environmental Advocates
Crawford Stewardship Project
Sustain Rural Wisconsin Network
People Empowered Protect the Land (PEPL) of Rosendale
Kewaunee CARES
Reedsburg Area Concerned Citizens
Southwest Wisconsin Area Progressives
Frac Sand Sentinel
Concerned Chippewa Citizen
Kate Rice
Monroe County Sand Mines

Houston County Protectors (Houston, MN)
Maiden Rock Concerned Citizens
Sierra Club
Loyalty to Our Land
Buffalo County Defenders
Hale No to Frac Sand Mining in Western WI
Physicians and Health Care Providers of the Chippewa Valley
Juneau Action Group
Preserve Waupaca County
Allamakee County Protectors Education Campaign
Save-The-Bluffs-Goodhue County, Minnesota
Frac Sand Industry Awareness in Wisconsin-Facebook
Concerned Citizens of Dovre
James J. Drost, BS, MS-Mining and Metallurgical Engineering, University of WI-Madison
John Drost, Ph.D, Professor Emeritus-Mathematics-University of WI-Eau Claire
Mississippi River Water Walk
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition-West Virginia
Echo Valley Hope
Friends of Wabasha-Wabasha, Minnesota
Citizens Against Silica Mining (CASM)-Winona, Minnesota
Citizens for Responsible Land Use
David F. Slottje, Executive Director, Community Environmental Defense Council, Inc.. Ithaca, NY
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Citizens for Safe Water Around Badger (CSWAB)
Friends of the Lower Wisconsin River
Solidarity Singalong
Raging Grannies
Madison Infoshop

Jackson County Citizen Voices
Albion's 5th Generation
ACTNOW
Lookout for Buffalo County
Community Rights Alliance of Winneshiek County (Iowa)
Coalition of Wisconsin Aging Groups
Rye House, Minneapolis
Land Stewardship Project-Minnesota
Wisconsin Wave
Food & Water Watch
Midwest Coalition Against Lethal Mining
Earthworks (61)
WHAT: Rally to Stop the Frac Attack Power Grab
WHEN: Thursday, Oct. 24, 12 noon
WHERE: State Street side of the Wisconsin State Capitol, Madison
CONTACT: Carl Sack, carl@wnpj.org, (608) 712-8335 or Kimberlee Wright, 608-251-5047, ext.
4, kwright@midwestadvocates.org
-ENDWe thank these sponsors for their support at the rally! It was much appreciated! It was a stirring
event!

William Mavity, Member of the Pepin County Board and also an Attorney, shared a
letter he has written to the author of the bill (Tom Tiffany) as well as his
representatives. He challenges the legality. Please be sure to read it! See the
attachment!
The folks who rode the bus to Madison might like to see this from Mike McCabe: LEGISLATORS AND LOBBYISTS FIRST
http://blog.wisdc.org/2013/10/legislators-and-lobbyists-first.html

Latest Mining Bill Would Mean No Local Oversight of 100 Dane County Sites
http://host.madison.com/ct/news/local/writers/jessica_vanegeren/latest-mining-bill-would-mean-no-localoversight-of-dane/article_763b81ee-3db1-11e3-a24f-0019bb2963f4.html

Sand Mine Bill Needs Adjusting
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/229282561.html

Legislation Weakens Environment Protections

http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/legislation-weakens-environmental-protectionsb99127465z1-229296151.html

AND A VIEW FROM THE SIDE THAT SAYS WE NEED REGULATORY CERTAINTY!...BY KURT BAUER
AND TERRY MCGOWAN
http://www.jsonline.com/news/opinion/businesses-workers-need-regulatory-certaintyb99127437z1-229295601.html

Businesses, workers need regulatory
certainty
______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________
http://watchdog.org/112689/control-local-wisconsin/

Is local control hurting Wisconsin’s
economy, sand mining industry?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Keep writing, calling and influencing in whatever way you can!
______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________

Dr. Theo Colborn: We’ve got to make the fossil fuel connection
Oct 25 – We’ve got to make the fossil fuel connection that when you poke a hole into the ground, to
get out coal, oil or natural gas–and especially natural gas because of the tremendous boom that is
taking place with that particular fossil fuel–when that gas comes up out of the ground, it’s not all
methane. You’re lucky if you get 82%–82%. The rest of it is a lot of other short-chain hydrocarbons
and benzene ring-like compounds. And that has to be blown off. It has to go somewhere. And
that just keeps blowing into the air. I’m talking tons per day.
Story & Links:
http://www.texassharon.com/2013/10/25/dr-theo-colborn-weve-got-to-make-the-fossil-fuelconnection/
Video:
http://youtu.be/7A7WwRUAB7U

Be sure to check the website: www.ccc-wis.com
Pat Popple
715-723-6398
sunnyday5@charter.net

