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     Well, at least the poobahs cleared a path to the annual orgy of Christmas, 
which, along with the S & P 500, have become proxies for the American 
economy. Lately, the Christmas season starts directly after Halloween, so, the 
whole fourth quarter of the year becomes a circus of ceremonial distractions. In 
the background, though, the nation grinds toward anguish, measured in soiled 
Justin Bieber dolls deposited in the landfills.

     Historians who look back on these strange years of suspended consequence 
will marvel at how this empire of grift kept its wheels turning after its engine 
died. Being on the downhill slope is often enough to keep anything going. One 
might think the young people of this land would be seething at the eclipse of 
their futures, but it seems they have been successfully lobotomized with cell 
phones — when the endorphin hits lag between text messages, they can watch 
sitcoms, or porn.

    You can be sure there will be a snapback from all this drift and anomie, and 
when it comes, the snap will be savage. Like the US economy, the Republican 
Party is dead but hasn’t gotten the news. It killed itself just as the Whigs did in 
the years before the Civil War, by splitting up into factions — one faction of 
“know-nothings” preoccupied with scape-goats opposed to a faction of 
sclerotic parasitical fat-cats too timid and greedy to engage in the emergencies 
of the day.

     The Tea Party faction should change its name to the Cracker Party because it 
represents the interests of white southerners who are too dumb to know what 
these emergencies amount to. They are really more comfortable with the 
supernatural, hence their fondness for religions based on snake-handling, 
visitations of the dead, and motor sports. Personally, I believe they will 
eventually contrive to form their own break-away Cracker Republic and 
attempt to re-enact the Civil War. They will fail, and starve, and find 
themselves back in an even worse long-term depression than Dixieland 
experienced from 1860 to 1960, in a de-suburbanized wasteland of bare 
subsistence farming. Their highest art will be soup-making.
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     The non-Tea Party Republicans will just shrivel and vanish out of sheer 
irrelevance. This leaves the Democrats to become the focus of intense ire as 
they attempt to ‘splain why the nation’s affairs went to shit on their watch. A lot 
of them will end up being executed and plundered by the new kid on the block, 
the Savior Party, led by some charismatic character willing to ignore procedural 
protocols to clear away the debris left by his-or-her predecessors. Alas, the 
juice will not be there to permit the Savior to really control a territory as large 
as the continental USA. By juice, I mean money and oil. Thus, the nation enters 
its new dark age.

    Who knows when that will get underway in earnest, though I think the folks 
who say 2014 are onto something. If you believe in cycles, which I tend to, 
then it rhymes nicely with 1814 and 1914, two watersheds when one epoch 
ended and another truly began. 2014 would logically be the year that China 
tells America to go piss up a rope. The message would be sent on the back of 
the envelope containing $2.7 trillion in official American debt paper. As Ole 
Blue Eyes used to say, this could be the start of something big.

      Sentient observers of the current scene are clearly frustrated by the 
remarkable homeostasis that seems to rule the scene, these horse-latitudes of 
history where the air is still and nothing moves and the mind is exhausted by 
watchful waiting. Things will get lively, soon enough, so enjoy the holiday 
quarter of the year which is so soon upon us. Gorge on candy corn. When you 
recover from that, roast a turkey. Then make a nice figgy pudding. Then pop 
some bubbly and salute your loved ones. Then gird your loins for the new age 
of consequence.

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Someone asked me yesterday "So when is this collapse you keep talking about going to 
happen?"  As if all has continued to be hunkie-dorie and I must be off my nut.  Well, let's see...
The USA has $17 trillion in unrepayable debt and all Congress can do after dithering for weeks 
is raise the debt level so we can borrow more.

The U.S. national debt has been increasing by an average of more than 4 billion dollars per day,



An item that cost $20.00 in 1970 will cost you $116.78 today.  An item that cost $20.00 in 1913 
will cost you $457.67 today.
 
Today, the U.S. national debt is more than 4700 times larger than it was when the Federal 
Reserve was created back in 1913.

Since 2001, the United States has lost more than 56,000 manufacturing facilities and millions 
of good jobs have been shipped overseas,
The United States has lost a staggering 32 percent of its manufacturing jobs since the year 2000
Only 9 percent of the jobs in the United States are manufacturing jobs.

We have close to 6 million long-term unemployed workers.

About 40% jobs in America are low paying.
 
53 percent of all American workers make less than $30,000 a year
Half of all American workers now earn $505 or less per week
77 percent of all Americans are now living paycheck to paycheck
One out of every six elderly Americans now lives below the federal poverty line

U.S. households now receive more income from the U.S. government than they pay to the 
government in taxes
The ratio of household debt to personal income in the United States is now 154 percent
One in six Americans is on food stamps
One out of every four American children is on food stamps
More than 20 million U.S. children rely on school meal programs to keep from going hungry
More than a million public school students in the United States are homeless,
The total amount of student loan debt in the USA exceeds the total amount of credit card debt
There are more than 100,000 janitors, 317,000 waiters and waitresses and 365,000 cashiers 
who have college degrees.
 
5.9 million Americans between the ages of 25 and 34 are living with their parents

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, more than 146 million Americans are either "poor" or 
"low income."
40 percent of all Americans have $500 or less in savings.
30% of working Americans willbe unable to pay their rent or mortgage payment next month if 
they lose their job.
The average CEO made 343 times more money than the average American did last year.
The wealthiest one percent of all Americans have a greater net worth than the bottom 90 
percent combined.
The percentage of millionaires in Congress is more than 50 times higher than the percentage of 
millionaires in the general population.
Meanwhile:
Shrinking budgets at every level of government are causing funding of critical programs to be 
cut.
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The 50 U.S. state governments are collectively 3.2 trillion dollars short of what they need to 
meet their pension obligations.
38 municipalites have filed for bankruptcy in the last three years and twenty more may soon.  
Most others are in the stage of cutting back on services.
Our aging infrastructure is in increasing disrepair even as budgets or repair or replacement 
dwindle.
Damage and costs from climate change, including drought and storms, is increasing.
The shale oil boom is starting to go bust already, and it will soon become apparent that the low-
cost, high-energy oil our entire way of life is founded on is history.  
Many other nations are ahead of ours on the trajectory of collapse, already experiencing power 
outages and steeply rising costs of food and fuel, leading to broadly collapsing standards of 
living and increase in riots and general violence. Our media do not tell us much about this as it 
would not be good for “consumer confidence.”   Many Americans are now experiencing their 
own version of this, however, as revealed by the states above.
Does this look like “recovery” to you?  The same kind of politicians and financial “experts” 
that blew smoke at us before and throughout the entire Great Depression (only dubbed that 
afterwards) are doing the same now.  Who you gonna believe, them or reality? 
THE USA is already undergoing collapse.  It just has not gotten consensus recognition yet, after 
which we may well see the kind of violent social "snapback" that Kunstler expects.  
If we had had honest politicians and less powerful corporations - which we did not insist on, 
mesmerized as we were by all the toys and entertainment -  we would have long since faced the 
truth about our low-energy, low-consumption future and been busy for years, powering down 
and changing our ways.  And if a frog had wings, it wouldn't bump its ass when it hopped.  
Shivani
 


