
Issue:  # 22                                                       Date: August 11, 2013 

Having attended two days of a almost week long Democracy 
Conference in Madison this past weekend, I was reminded of the 
importance of continuing to fight our battles locally and yet supporting 
each other throughout the region by sharing information, discovering 
new strategies, problem solving and using critical thinking as we lead 
each other to resolution of life threatening situations over the long haul. 

Keep up the fighting spirit! Share, document, and save materials and 
information you have collected! Take pictures! They are worth a million 
words. Share with the media. There are many working on stories and 
wanting to know more about events and meetings planned. Invite them 
to attend. Plan to attend an event. There are many planned for the 
weeks and the months ahead. Get involved! Any ideas you have for 
involvement I am certain would be accepted.

Attached are two versions of the latest Frac Sand Sentinel. Remember 
to share the edition with others and post on your websites and 
facebooks throughout your area. One of the important pieces to study in 
this issue is a new 2013 bill. The jury is out as to whether or not it might 
help the cause of towns, activists or counties..........or the state. Take a 
look at the information and the attachment regarding  it and share your 
feedback with others.

Questions, concerns, opinions, ideas? Check out the blog and website 
at www.ccc-wis.com

Pat Popple
715-723-6398
sunnyday5@charter.net
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I RECEIVED COMMENTS FROM A FRIEND TO THE NORTH: 
I just read where author Michael Perry is contributing to a John Prine tribute album. This video on YouTube puts 
pictures to Prine’s song about coal mining and hauling away Paradise in coal cars. Just switch out coal cars for sand 
cars as you watch this video!

“Paradise” by John Prine        http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DEy6EuZp9IY

Sam drove to Eau Claire yesterday and said he viewed the most sand trucks ever driving Hwy 53.

He said there were three trucks running with sand piled up to the top, without their covers closed, blowing sand as they 
headed north on 53 (from around 29 to the Kohel exit). I guess I wouldn’t assume that these were frac sand trucks 
…..which mine would they be coming from and where would they be headed? Most trucks we have seen in the past run 
between Bloomer and the Chippewa exit. He couldn’t read the names on the trucks. He said that they were traveling 70 
mph plus. One threw a rock and hit the windshield. One of Sam’s big concerns is that trucks are running without mud 
flaps.

Mining Displacing Agriculture in Barron County-Rice Lake Chronotype
http://www.ricelakeonline.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=211&ArticleID=26129

DNR taps experienced hand to be new frac sand contact.  Please call Deb if you have questions or 
concerns or need to report a violation!

MADISON – With an eye toward continuity, the Department of Natural Resources has named Deb Dix as the agency’s new lead on industrial or 
“frac” sand issues. 

Dix will serve as the initial point of contact on frac sand for public, private, legislative and media inquiries on the DNR’s regulatory authorities and 
interaction with the industrial sand sector. She will be based in the DNR’s Wisconsin Rapids office and is serving on an interim basis while the 
department moves forward with filling the position. 

Dix takes over for Tom Woletz, the agency’s long-time frac sand expert, who retired in June. “I have worked with Deb Dix for over 20 years and I 
believe she is a great fit for this appointment,” said Woletz. “She has worked in many of the department’s environmental programs and brings a 
wealth of knowledge and experience to this assignment, including working directly in the nonmetallic mining reclamation program. She will do a 
great job.”

Dix most recently worked with the Environmental Enforcement Program. Her duties included specific frac sand enforcement actions as well as 
helping coordinate DNR programs related to regulatory oversight of the industry. In 2012, Dix became the agency’s environmental enforcement 
liaison associated with run-off and mining issues. In her new interim role, she will have no involvement in enforcement.
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“I’m excited to have the opportunity to again work with the mining industry and the various levels of government involved with regulating it,” said 
Dix. “It will be a welcome challenge to utilize my background and skills to assist not only the mining industry in understanding the regulatory 
requirements, but also help those outside of the regulatory framework to understand the industry and the laws which regulate it.”

Dix has also worked on the Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation program in west central Wisconsin, where she assisted with outreach to 
municipalities and the industry to explain the requirements of the program, helping municipalities with ordinance development and approval and 
assisting the mining industry to understand the changes. She first joined the agency in 1990 and has experience with recycling, solid waste and 
leaking underground storage tank issues. Prior to the DNR, Dix worked in the environmental consultant arena.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Deb Dix, 715-421-7809; Andrew Savagian, 608-261-6422

A Message from the 
Wisconsin Towns Association 

             Lose Local Government, and You Will Lose America



To Urban Towns Committee (UTC) of 
Wisconsin Towns Association Email List:
  
Please see the following email from Rep. Andre Jacque seeking co-
sponsors on LRB 1287/2,  a bill to authorize towns to withdraw from 
county zoning.  We are asking town officers (you)  to call your state 
legislators and ask them to sign on as a co-sponsor to this bill draft.  
Thank them for their consideration in this matter and their support for 
town issues.   

Richard Stadelman, Executive Director
Wisconsin Towns Association
715-526-3157
wtowns1@frontiernet.net   

CO-SPONSORSHIP MEMORANDUM

 

TO:      All Legislators

 

From:   Representatives André Jacque and Kathy Bernier

            

Date:   August 8, 2013

 

RE:      Co-Sponsorship of LRB-1287/2: Authorizing towns to 
withdraw from county zoning and requiring certain towns to 
enact a zoning ordinance and a comprehensive plan

 

Deadline:  Thursday August 22, 2013 at 5:00 pm

 A town board that has authority to exercise village powers may 
enact zoning ordinances using the zoning statutes that are used 
by cities and villages. Currently the law provides for a town’s 
withdrawal from county zoning only after a county adopts a 
comprehensive revision. 
LRB 1287/2 allows a town to give a six month notice to the county of 
its intent to withdraw (in three year windows starting effective in 2014 
to withdraw on January 1, 2015 and every three years thereafter). 
This bill also allows the county to terminate county zoning upon notice 
of withdrawal by one or more towns, if a county decides to terminate 
and gives notice to all towns by October 1st. The changes do not allow 
towns to withdraw from shoreland and floodplain zoning which would 
remain a county requirement.
If you are interested in co-sponsoring LRB 1287/2, please contact 
Representative Jacque’s office at 6-9870 by Thursday, July 22, at 5 
p.m. 

 Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
Under current law, if a town board has been granted the authority to 
exercise village powers, the town board may enact zoning ordinances 
using the zoning statutes that are used by cities and villages, subject 
to a number of conditions.  If the county in which the town is located 
has enacted a county zoning ordinance, town zoning ordinances may 
not take effect until such ordinances are approved either by a town 
meeting or by a referendum vote of the electors of the town and are 
approved by the county board.  In addition, in counties having a 
zoning ordinance, no town zoning ordinance, or amendment of a 
zoning ordinance, may be adopted by the town unless approved by 
the county board; the bill repeals this provision.
  Also under current law, a county zoning ordinance may not take 
effect in a town unless it has been approved by the town board.  Once 
a town board has approved a county zoning ordinance, the town may 
not withdraw its approval. Under this bill, a town board may enact an 
ordinance withdrawing from coverage of a county zoning ordinance 
and a county development plan.  A town board may enact the 
ordinance during 2015, or during the one−year period every three 
years after January 1, 2015.  Such an ordinance may not take effect 
unless the town clerk notifies the county clerk of the proposed 
ordinance and the town enacts, and sends copies to the county clerk, 
a town zoning ordinance, a comprehensive plan, and an official map.  
County board approval of a town zoning ordinance is not required if 
the town has withdrawn from county zoning.  The town zoning 
ordinance and comprehensive plan must be consistent with each 
other. If a county clerk receives notice from a town clerk before July 1 
that the town intends to withdraw from county zoning, the bill 
authorizes a county board to enact an ordinance, before October 1, to 
repeal all of its zoning ordinances, other than shoreland and 
floodplain zoning ordinances.  The county must notify all of the towns 
that are subject to its zoning ordinances that it intends to enact an 
ordinance to repeal those ordinances.  The county ordinance to 
repeal its zoning ordinances must have a delayed effective date of 
one year.  If a town is so notified, it must enact a zoning ordinance, 
comprehensive plan, and official map to take effect on the effective 
date of the county’s repeal of its zoning ordinance.  The town 
ordinance and comprehensive plan must be consistent with each 
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The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) recently introduced new on-line maps to measure air quality across the 
state of Wisconsin. The new maps include graphs of hourly pollutant measurements from each air monitoring site, as 
well as the latest information on Air Quality Advisories and Air Quality Special Notices.

The new air quality maps are available by searching the DNR website for "air quality" or by clicking here. You can also 
view daily Air Quality Advisories and Special Notices here.

MSNBC PREMIERES “THE POLITICS OF POWER WITH CHRIS HAYES” 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 16TH AT 8PM ET 

NEW YORK—August 6, 2013— MSNBC will premiere a new documentary, “The Politics of Power with 
Chris Hayes”, Friday, August 16th at 8PM ET.  Chris Hayes, host of MSNBC’s “All In”, partners with MSNBC’s  
Long Form unit in producing a call to action on climate change.  The documentary looks at how, almost a 
year after Superstorm Sandy, America and the world dangles on the precipice of future drastic weather and 
oceanic events resulting from our CO2 laden climate – and what needs to be done to prevent us going into 
the abyss. 
The hour includes both documentary reporting and in-depth one-on-one interviews with some of the experts 
on the issue of climate change including: Michael Oppenheimer, former chief scientist for the Environmental 
Defense Fund and now a professor of Geosciences at Princeton;  Steven Coll, winner of the Pulitzer Prize 
and author of a new book on ExxonMobil;  Jigar Shah, a leading renewable energy entrepreneur; Carol 
Browner, who headed the EPA for President Clinton and was the former director on Climate Change Policy 
for President Obama;  and Bill McKibben, head of 350.org, one of the leading organizations committed to 
stopping global warming. 
“The Politics of Power with Chris Hayes” was produced by Peacock Productions in association with MSNBC.  
Betsy Wagner was the senior producer for Peacock Productions.  Timothy Smith was the senior producer for 
MSNBC Long Form.  Michael Rubin is MSNBC Long Form’s vice president and Scott Hooker is the Senior 
Executive Producer.  
Promo:  http://video.msnbc.msn.com/msnbc/52634776/#52634776

Trailer: http://www.nbcnews.com/id/3036750/ns/msnbc-documentaries/vp/52655772 

___________________________________

This should have implications in every state. 
NY Landowners Denied Homeowners Insurance because of Gas Well
The Marcellus Effect
New York Homeowners Denied Homeowners Insurance Because of Gas Well (wonder 
how this applies to silica mines?)
http://marcelluseffect.blogspot.com/2013/08/ny-landowners-denied-homeowners.html 

______________________________--

SHALE IS A PIPEDREAM SOLD TO GREATER FOOLS
http://theautomaticearth.com/Energy/shale-is-a-pipedream-sold-to-greater-fools.html
 

EOG’s Mark Papa is interviewed for this Forbes, August 2013 article. http://www.forbes.com/
sites/christopherhelman/2013/07/24/how-an-enron-cast-off-became-one-of-americas-great-oil-
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companies/
 
In this article, Papa acknowledges that shale oil will not make the USA energy independent. At the 
same time, it looks like EOG positioned itself and managed its money better than any of the other 
players.
 
Also, in this article is reference to a sidebar on the sand and rail aspect of EOG’s operations. http://
www.forbes.com/sites/christopherhelman/2013/07/24/eog-resources-shale-oil-secrets-rail-lines-and-
sand-mines/
Of interest are these figures:
“EOG has since invested more than $200 million in three sand mines and two processing 
plants in Wisconsin. It ships the sand via BNSF and other railroads to the Bakken and Texas. 
Papa says that sourcing its own sand saves EOG $500,000 in costs on the average $7.5 
million well. They drill 600 wells a year.”
I think that works out to $300,000,000 un saving per year?
 
Also mentioned is possibility of Chevron buying out EOG.

_____________________________________________________________________________

http://www.ricelakeonline.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=211&ArticleID=26205

8/7/2013 11:59:00 AM

Speakers' advice may be sound

________________________________________
 

The Frac Sand Mining event that was held Aug. 1 will be airing on the following 
channels and dates:
Charter's Digital Box Service: 993 & 994
Digital TV Tuner: 98-13 & 98-14
Thursday 8/8 at 9:00 pm
Friday 8/9 at 8:00 am
Sunday 8/11 12:00 pm
Please watch for additional showing dates! This conference was provided an excellent 
review as well as many new approaches!

 Annual Conference: MEETING OF THE INDUSTRY! LAST YEAR A FEW PEOPLE SHOWED UP!

https://sites.google.com/site/smetcannualconference/program 

SME Twin Cities Annual Conference 

Presented in cooperation with the Aggregate & Ready Mix Association of Minnesota 
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Silica Sand and Construction Aggregate Resources of the Upper Midwest 

(September 17-18, 2013 - Earle Brown Heritage Center - Brooklyn Center, MN)

Water-Smart Power: Strengthening the U.S. Electricity System in a Warming World (2013) | Union of Concerned 
Scientists

http://www.ucsusa.org/clean_energy/our-energy-choices/energy-and-water-use/water-smart-power.html 

______________________________________________________

The Demand for Sand..........or Lack Thereof

http://www.winonadailynews.com/news/local/article_7b56eefe-f1a6-11e2-
b848-001a4bcf887a.html#.UgPV3FIrKiU.email

_____________________________________________________

THE IMPACTS NOTED FROM CLIMATE CHANGE:

From: Bill McKibben - 350.org <organizers@350.org>

Subject: Joyful, unyielding 

My wife Sue and I criss-crossed America these past few weeks -- from the Mackinac Straits of 
Michigan where they want to run tar sands oil through aging pipes beneath the Great Lakes, to the 
Chevron refinery in Richmond, California where they'd like to turn tar sands into gasoline. We saw 
coal plants, fracking wells and stretches of Pacific coast they'd like to turn into carbon ports.
But mostly we saw people -- the beautiful face of a movement that's growing, learning, coming 
together.
It's incredibly diverse, as one would expect -- people in Maine are from people in Moab, Utah are 
different from people in Turnbull County, Ohio. But no matter our differences, everywhere we 
share an adversary: a fossil fuel industry so focused on greed that they're willing to rip apart the 
planet and its communities.
We've put up a slideshow with photos and reportbacks from Summer Heat events -- it's a small 
glimpse of the power and beauty shown across the country in the past few weeks. Click here to 
see it: 350.org/en/about/blogs/what-happens-when-climate-movement-decides-summer-isnt-hot-
enough
Everywhere I went, people also shared a spirit: firm, joyful, unyielding. I particularly liked the banner 
that hung from the I-5 bridge over the Columbia River: "Coal, Oil, Gas: None Shall Pass." It all has to 
stay under ground.
For a few weeks we took the hottest stretch of the summer and turned it politically hot as well. A 
lot of people felt the pinch of handcuffs -- myself included -- but they felt the embrace of the rest of 
the movement too. Everywhere people were embracing the power of the local climate justice 
movement, in all its forms.
If this was a movement of a few big organizations or a few leaders, then the industry wouldn't need to 
worry so much. But instead there are thousands of local leaders, and hundreds of local organizations -- 
and they're linked together in new, exciting ways that spell trouble for the fossil fuel barons, and hope 
for a troubled earth.
So many thanks to everyone who raised the heat. Let's keep going,
Bill McKibben
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_________________________________________________________

Hello Friends from the Region, 
Here's an invitation to come meet in Decorah, IA on Sunday morning, August 18 from 9:00 am 

to noon. Why in the world would you want to do that? 

Here in Winneshiek County we are working fast and hard toward passing an ordinance 
banning frac sand mining. We are empowered to do so through the work of the Community 

Environmental Legal Defense Fund, celdf.org, which has for 13 years been empowering 
communities to take local control through a particular kind of ordinance. There are now 150 

such communities, and we aim to be one of the next. 

We have learned a lot about Community Rights work in the last few months, and people from 
other parts of the region have asked us to share it. Here's the moment. Can you come? If we 

hear back from at least 10 of you who'd like to come, we'll spend the morning sharing what we 
know with you. 

Also:
• Here's info on the Decorah Sept. workshop on CR. Register soon! 
• We're holding a Democracy School Nov. 1 and 2, led by celdf. Room for 23 more people. 

Let me know if you're interested in attending. 
• Here's an article you might like to read: 

“Help!  I've Been Colonized and I Can't Get Up...!” by Jane Anne Morris http://www.poclad.org/
BWA/2005/BWA_2005_FEB.html

Liz Rog
Decorah, IA  

• DecorahNow: Building Community through Arts, Cultural, and Recreational Events DecorahNow.com 
• Fern Hollow Cabin, Our Solar-Powered Log Cabin Bed and Breakfast in the woods FernHollowCabin.com 
• Wedding Officiant, in the great state of Iowa which respects all love WelcomeInDecorah.com
• Stories of Life in Decorah, Liz-Rog-stories.blogspot.com

Here in NE Iowa we are learning about the ways that 150 communities across our nation have protected themselves 
from environmental harms through Community Rights ordinances. Want to know what it's about? Here's a trailer for 
a film coming out soon. 

-- 
Liz Rog
Decorah, IA  

• DecorahNow: Building Community through Arts, Cultural, and Recreational Events DecorahNow.com 
• Fern Hollow Cabin, Our Solar-Powered Log Cabin Bed and Breakfast in the woods FernHollowCabin.com/ 

http://celdf.org
http://celdf.org
http://becomingwethepeople.weebly.com/
http://becomingwethepeople.weebly.com/
http://www.celdf.org/democracy-school
http://www.celdf.org/democracy-school
http://www.poclad.org/BWA/2005/BWA_2005_FEB.html
http://www.poclad.org/BWA/2005/BWA_2005_FEB.html
http://www.poclad.org/BWA/2005/BWA_2005_FEB.html
http://www.poclad.org/BWA/2005/BWA_2005_FEB.html
http://www.decorahnow.com
http://www.decorahnow.com
http://www.fernhollowcabin.com/
http://www.fernhollowcabin.com/
http://www.welcomeindecorah.com/listings/officiants/liz-rog
http://www.welcomeindecorah.com/listings/officiants/liz-rog
http://Liz-Rog-stories.blogspot.com/
http://Liz-Rog-stories.blogspot.com/
http://wethepeople2film.com/home.html
http://wethepeople2film.com/home.html
http://www.decorahnow.com/
http://www.decorahnow.com/
http://www.fernhollowcabin.com/
http://www.fernhollowcabin.com/


• Wedding Officiant, in the great state of Iowa which celebrates and respects all love: 
WelcomeInDecorah.com

______________________________________________________________

OP-ED CONTRIBUTORS
A Republican Case for Climate Action 
BY WILLIAM D. RUCKELSHAUS, LEE M. THOMAS, WILLIAM K. REILLY AND 
CHRISTINE TODD WHITMAN
The United States must move now on substantive steps to curb climate change, 
at home and internationally.

Or, copy and paste this URL into your browser: http://nyti.ms/16nxWtP 

Welcome to the Frac Sand Sentinel, a newsletter highlighting resource links, news media accounts, blog posts, 
correspondence, observations and opinions gathered regarding local actions on, and impacts of, the developing frac sand 
mining and processing industries.
 
The content of this newsletter is for informational purposes only. The editor of the Frac Sand Times does not accept any 
responsibility or liability for the use or misuse of the content of this newsletter or reliance by any persons on the newsletters 
contents.
 
You are receiving this newsletter because you have expressed an interest in this information. We don't sell or loan your e-mail 
address to anyone. You can subscribe for, or unsubscribe from, the newsletter at any time by emailing the sender at 
sunnyday5@charter.net, noting your request. Check out the website: www.ccc-wis.com

http://p.nytimes.com/email/re?location=InCMR7g4BCKC2wiZPkcVUuIJtRkaIQ7F&user_id=3f662590c69fdfb2c3f38c87722e9070&email_type=eta&task_id=1376241390585534&regi_id=0
http://p.nytimes.com/email/re?location=InCMR7g4BCKC2wiZPkcVUuIJtRkaIQ7F&user_id=3f662590c69fdfb2c3f38c87722e9070&email_type=eta&task_id=1376241390585534&regi_id=0
http://www.welcomeindecorah.com/listings/officiants/liz-rog
http://www.welcomeindecorah.com/listings/officiants/liz-rog
http://p.nytimes.com/email/re?location=InCMR7g4BCKC2wiZPkcVUuIJtRkaIQ7F&user_id=3f662590c69fdfb2c3f38c87722e9070&email_type=eta&task_id=1376241390585534&regi_id=0
http://p.nytimes.com/email/re?location=InCMR7g4BCKC2wiZPkcVUuIJtRkaIQ7F&user_id=3f662590c69fdfb2c3f38c87722e9070&email_type=eta&task_id=1376241390585534&regi_id=0
mailto:sunnyday5@charter.net
mailto:sunnyday5@charter.net

