
 
 
ONCE UPON A TIME THERE WAS A BEAUTIFUL MARSH JUST NORTH OF THE LITTLE VILLAGE OF NEW AUBURN IN BARRON COUNTY. BIRDS 
AND OTHER WILDLIFE MADE IT THEIR HOME. THE MCKESSEY MARSH AND BEAVER CREEK WERE PART OF A RESERVE. BUT THE BEAUTY OF 
THE AREA AND THE LIFE THAT FREQUENTED THIS LOCATION MAY BE GONE FOREVER AS A RESULT OF WASTE WATER ENTERING THE 
MARSH AND THE CREEK FROM NEARBY SILICA PROCESSING PLANTS IN THE AREA.  
 
MY LAST NEWSLETTER SHOWED THIS PICTURE AND I MENTIONED THAT THE STORY DID NOT END THERE.  JOHN AND JIM DROST AND THE 
PEOPLE LIVING IN THE AREA HAVE SHARED THEIR ACCOUNT AND THEIR PICTURES BELOW:    
 
WDNR Photo November 7, 2012 Conservation Officer Mark Little 
Photo taken off of USH 53 near mile marker 122 – water is in the highway median 

 
 
 
 
The Spoiling of McKeesey Marsh               January 21, 2013/by  Jim Drost, BS., MS Mining & Research Engineer 
 
This muddy water was observed by a DNR employee on November 1, 2012, and yet it took 6 days for someone from the department to get out there to take a picture. 
What was the reason for the delay in follow-up? IF John had not seen it on Nov. 2, 2012 and Denise had not taken pictures on the 3rd of November, perhaps the public 
would never have known about it. When 4 or 5 DNR employees investigated this obvious discharge of waste water, they did not venture away from this part of Beaver 
Creek and look down-stream for remnants of silt or muddy water. It is expected that authorities are trained on how to investigate environmental violations of the law.   
 
Though not yet fully destroyed, McKeesey Marsh and Beaver Creek have suffered a severe blow to their fragile environmental system. Some Concerned Citizens 
forecast the potential assault several months in advance of when it was first witnessed. The reaction to this forecast was bizarre in that everyone in a position to prevent 
it  showed  little  to  no  concern  and  predicted  such  an  event  wouldn’t  happen.  But  the  fact  is  that  it  did  happen,  and  here  is  the time line of the events that have a bearing 
on the end result. 
 

1. On November 30, 2011, an air pollution permit hearing was held at the New Auburn School. This hearing was held for Great Northern Sand Company for 
their processing plants to be built on the side of Co. Road SS in Dovre Township, Barron County, WI. The processing plants are situated right next to Beaver 
Creek and the McKeesey Marsh. The President of the Company said that only one flocculant was going to be used and that was polyacrylamide. He was then 
told that in the past, polyacrylamide was considered an aid to the flocculants that are normally used and that polyacrylamide does not perform well by itself. 

 
 

2. At a Dovre Town Board meeting in mid June 2012, the President of the Company informed the Board that the storm water ponds would be used to clean the 
waste water, and after the silt and fines were settled the cleaned wash water would flow over the discharge spill way. The President and the Board were 
informed that after the ponds were full and the ground in the swales was saturated, the waste water would flow right through the storm water ponds and into 
Beaver Creek, thus rendering this process not viable and doomed to pollute Beaver Creek and the McKeesey Marsh.    

 
3. In  June  2012,  it  was  stated  that  most  of  Wisconsin’s  frac-sand had about double the clay that had been estimated earlier. (This meant almost certain failure of 

the flocculating process using polyacrylamide only.) 
 

4. On November 1, 2012, a witness observed muddy water in the median of US Highway 53 next to Great Northern. It was reported to the DNR that same day. 
  

5. On November 2, 2012, two more citizens witnessed muddy water on the side of Co. Hwy. SS, but were unable to document it with photographs. On 
November 3, 2012, a citizen of the area photographed the remnants of the waste water discharged, where Beaver Creek flows under Cty. Road SS. 
 

6. On November 7, 2012, a DNR conservation officer took pictures of the muddy water in the median of US Highway 53.  
 

7. Sometime around the 7th of November, four or five DNR employees looked at the muddy spill, and it seems that the consensus of opinion was that none of 
the muddy water entered Beaver Creek. Albeit, they were looking at Beaver Creek. 
 



8. On December 6 & 7, 2012, a witness photographed muddy water in Beaver Creek at the 29th Street culvert and at the Barron—Chippewa County Line. (This 
discharge was tracked approximately 8 miles away, going toward Chetek, WI). 
 

9. These photographs were turned over to a Wisconsin Senator for forwarding to the DNR. These were given to the Senator at a meeting held December 8, 
2012. 
 

10. On or about December 12, 2012, the Senator turned these photographs over to the DNR. 
 

11. On or about December 20, 2012, the DNR responded to the Senator, stating that they investigated the muddy 
water in the median and that Great Northern said that  it  was  theirs.  The  DNR’s  decision  was  that  none  of  it  had  gone  into  Beaver  Creek.  They  discussed  
remedies with Great Northern and decided not to pursue formal enforcement. 
    

12. On December 28, 2012, a letter was penned by a Mining Engineer to the DNR in response to their letter. It was explained that the pictures were taken of the 
waste water all the way to the Chippewa County Line 3 miles away from Great Northern Sands. 
 

13. On or about January 3, 2013, the Mining Engineer wrote a letter explaining to the DNR that what they were seeing  
 in the ditch in the median of US Hwy. 53, was a part of Beaver Creek, rather than just a ditch. This portion of Beaver Creek was formed into a ditch when  
                  US Highway 53 was constructed.  
 

14. On January 7, 2013, a Noncompliance was issued to Great Northern, because the waste water had left their property. The DNR also stated that further 
investigation would be needed on the size of the discharge.  They indicated that any further investigation would have to wait until the spring thaw. (Why?) 
 

15. On January 9, 2013, photos were taken of yet another discharge that flowed up over the ice at 29th Street. This happened after Great Northern said the 
problem had been remedied.   

 
16. On January 26, 2013, yet another discharge was observed breaking through the ice on both sides of 29th Street (or New Auburn Road). This too, has been   
         documented with the  photographs dated January 26, 2013 below.   

 
                                              Photographs by John P. Drost, Phd. 
 
Note the iridescent scum that appears to be from some petroleum-based chemical on the left of this photo immediately above. 



 
 
 Beaver Creek Picture #1   (Picture was taken by John P. Drost) 

 
 
This above picture (dated 01/09/13) shows the clay and silica silt flowing over the ice layer that occurred prior to Christmas Day.  There was about a two inch snow just 
before 25 December 2012.  This means that this discharged waste water had to occur between the 25th of December and the 9th of January.  This picture is taken of the 
east side of Beaver Creek Bridge on 29th Street north of New Auburn, WI.  One can see that the water emerged from the left (north) side of the ice and flowed on top of 
the ice.  From the culvert, one could see that the water flowed a considerable distance downstream.  There are two mining companies that operate on Beaver Creek:  
Chieftain Sand and Great Northern Sand.  One or both are involved in this continuous discharging of waste water.  There have been at least four discharges in the last 
three months.   
 
Photos and Discription of January 26, 2013 Discharge 

 
             (Photo #1 by John P. Drost)                                                                        (Photo #2 by John P. Drost)        
 
                                                             



 
  (Photo #4 by John P. Drost)                                                                 (Photo #3 by John P. Drost)     
   
                                                                          Description of photos dated 01/26/13 written by John P. Drost, Phd. 
                
The photo #1 is a wide view of the pool on the east side of the Beaver Creek Bridge on 29th Street north of New Auburn, WI.  This culvert bridge is located 
approximately two miles downstream  from  Great  Northern  Sand  Company’s  sand  washing  and  drying  plants.    These  plants  lie  200-300 yards from Beaver Creek 
flowing through McKeesey Marsh.  McKeesey Marsh contains the New Auburn Wildlife Area (NAWA) but is much larger than NAWA. 
 
At 8:50 am, 26 Jan 2013, all that was visible was caramel colored area on the left side of the ice pond which was about 18 X 10 inches (no photo taken) .  By 1:40 pm, 
the area had grown to approximately 3 X 12 feet (Photo #1).  Notice that there are several seepages at various places along the edge of the ice (Reference all 4 Photos).  
Sufficient waste water had flown onto the ice so that the snow in the center of the pond had begun to show a caramel color (Ref. Photos #1, 2 & 4).  
 
     It should be noted that no rain or significant melting of snow had occurred since the 20th of January 2013 and on the 26th of January the temperature was -1° F in 
early morning.  The high temperature for the day was approximately 10° F.  The flowing water could only have come from Great  Northern  Sand  Company’s  discharged  
water. 
 
     The zoom-in pictures are showing more detail (Ref. Photos # 2, 3 & 4). These pictures document the fifth occasion in three months that Great Northern has 
discharged thousands of gallons of waste water into Beaver Creek.  There may have been more discharges but they were not documented or observed by anyone.   
 
Again,  we  ask  why  further  investigation  needs  to  wait  upon  the  “spring  thaw”?   
 
 
And the big question is: WHAT IS THE FUTURE OF MCKEESEY MARSH AND BEAVER CREEK? AND WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE FUTURE 
HEALTH OF WHAT ONCE WAS A BEAUTIFUL RESERVE?    
 
  
 


