
From: Emily Wurth, Food & Water Watch act@fwwatch.org
Subject: EPA fracking study falls short

Date: June 5, 2015 at 1:46 PM
To: juiceguy@juiceguy.com

Fracking Pollutes Drinking Water

From left: Shyla and Steve from Parker County, TX,
John from WY, Shelly from TX, Ray and Craig from PA

— all have had water contamination from fracking.

Send a Message to the EPA:
Victims of Fracking Deserve a Full

Investigation Into Water
Contamination

What’s Really Going On With the EPA's New Study on Fracking and Drinking Water?
Tell the EPA That the American People Deserve Better

Dear Henry,

Yesterday, the EPA released a long-awaited study
about the impacts that fracking has on our drinking
water – to resounding cheers from the industry,
since the study's headline and conclusion
misleadingly assert that we shouldn't be
worried about fracking impacting our drinking
water. 
  
Can you take action to demand that the EPA do
more to protect the health and safety of
Americans living near fracking operations?

While the 500+ page study did acknowledge what
existing scientific data and countless personal
experiences have already shown – that fracking
does indeed contaminate groundwater
resources – the media just picked up on the EPA's
conclusion that there were no “widespread,
systemic impacts on drinking water resources."
This conclusion is not surprising given that the oil
and gas industry controlled the data that the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) used to
conduct its analysis.

In order to most accurately assess the impact of fracking on drinking water, the EPA would need to test
the water before fracking, during fracking and after fracking. But in this case, the industry blocked the
EPA’s attempts to gather the data that it needed. The EPA was only able to use drinking water results
from after fracking, because not one single oil and gas company cooperated. As a result, the EPA had to
rely on overly simplistic computer modeling, falling far short of predicting possible outcomes, leaving the
health of those living alongside drilling and fracking operations to chance. Americans deserve better
from the EPA.

Unfortunately, people that live near fracking already know the damage that can happen when the oil and
gas industry injects millions of gallons of toxic water at extremely high pressure miles into the ground in
all directions to release oil and natural gas. The six people pictured above discovered that their own
tap water was contaminated as a result of nearby drilling and fracking. They turned to the EPA for
help, and the EPA rightly opened investigations in Dimock, Pennsylvania; Pavillion, Wyoming; and Parker
County, Texas, whose early results showed that fracking had likely caused these folks' water to go bad.
However, the oil and gas industry wanted the studies to be shut down immediately, and the EPA has
since abandoned these investigations.

To add insult to injury, the EPA dropped the investigation in Parker County, Texas in order to get the
fracking company Range Resources to participate in this just-released drinking water study. But even
after the EPA made this deal with the company, it failed to get Range Resources to cooperate in the
testing needed to most accurately monitor a single fracked well.

The study falls far short of the level of scrutiny and government oversight needed to protect the
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The study falls far short of the level of scrutiny and government oversight needed to protect the
health and safety of the many millions of Americans living in watersheds impacted by fracking —
nearly 10 million within one mile of a fracked well, according to the study. 

Tell EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy that the American people deserve better protection from
destructive drilling and fracking.

Simply put, the EPA admits that fracking has been found to contaminate water, but its incomplete
analysis and false characterization of its findings greatly downplays the severity of the
problem. And unfortunately, the study and related media coverage will provide the industry cover to
continue poisoning our nation’s drinking water via widespread drilling and fracking. 

But we won't back down. Together, we're building an incredible movement across the country to ban
fracking. After years of building people power through persistent emails, phone calls, letters, meetings
and rallies, New York banned fracking in December. Maryland's two-year moratorium on fracking became
law last week, and more than 450 communities across the country have passed measures against
fracking to date.

Putting a resource as precious and universally important as drinking water at risk is simply
unacceptable. Join us in calling on the EPA, which is charged with protecting Americans from
environmental risk, to fully investigate the serious threat that fracking poses to our vital water
resources.

Thanks for all you do,

Emily Wurth
Water Program Director
Food & Water Watch
act(at)fwwatch(dot)org
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