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  OPEN WOUNDS 

A wound to the human skin provides a conduit for pathogens to enter the body, 

cause illness, and possibly death. This is why the skin is called the body's first line of  

defense, and why wounds are  cleansed and covered with dressings  as  soon as 

possible. Soil and bedrock materials, like sandstone, are the earth's skin, a barrier 

protecting  groundwater  from  direct  contamination.   FRAC  SAND  MINING  now 

poses an additional threat to groundwater through “open wounds” - exploratory 

boreholes that some drillers are failing to seal, allowing contaminants to enter the 

groundwater directly. Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources reports about 

these failures: (use link to read full story)

Sand Exploration, Done Improperly, Threatens Groundwater

Weekly News article published: November 20, 2012 by the Central Office [of WDNR]

“MADISON – The boom in Wisconsin frac sand mining is driving additional demand for exploratory 

drilling around the state, and this is elevating the potential for serious groundwater contamination.

Groundwater  and enforcement  specialists  with  the state  Department  of  Natural  Resources  are 

aware of several cases in which boreholes drilled by landowners and others have not been sealed 

or sealed properly. This creates a direct pathway for potential contaminants to reach groundwater 

resources.”

These “open wounds” provide a direct conduit from the soil surface to the groundwater. Pesticides, fertilizers,  

manure, and whatever other contaminants are nearby can flow directly into the groundwater.  DNR drinking  and 

groundwater supervisor Mike Blodgett is quoted in the article, saying:

“Failure to fill these boreholes properly can have a very direct impact on local  drinking water supplies.” 

Drillers are supposed to fill these boreholes with bentonite, a clay-like substance that seals the hole.  However, it 

is an honor system. WDNR relies upon the driller to report where they drilled and that they filled the holes 

properly.  Just like with fugitive dust problems, DNR is relying upon alert citizens to report violations: 

• Many companies require secrecy from the landowners on whose land they are drilling. How would anyone 

know, apart from stumbling upon an open borehole, where all these possible gateways to the 

groundwater have been drilled?

• Can you trust a company that fails to seal the boreholes it drills to safely operate a mine and complete the 

reclamation of the site? 

• WDNR says, “the landowner should ask the driller to properly seal the bore hole.”

Does this sound like a serious policy for protecting groundwater? What regulations and policies would better 

ensure that the location of ALL exploratory boreholes is known and that ALL  are properly sealed?  

 LEARN MORE  about boreholes in Educating Ourselves section.
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http://dnr.wi.gov/news/Weekly/Article_Lookup.asp?id=2398


Is the state of Wisconsin able to
 unequivocally say that all citizens living or working near Frac Sand sites are protected from breathing unsafe 

levels of Respirable Crystalline Silica? 
How long must the people of Wisconsin wonder whether or not the air they breathe is safe?
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U P C O M I N G   M E E T I N G S

La Crosse County Health and Human Services Board

DECEMBER 11, 2012           5:00 – 6:00 P.M.

“Frac Sand Mining Discussion on development of statewide rules 

to address particulate emissions generated by frac sand at 

mines, sand processing plants and shipping routes.”

Basement Auditorium B190

La Crosse County Administrative Center

400 N. 4th Street, La Crosse, WI 54601

Speakers from the Department of Health Services will be presenting. 

Use Title Link for Full Agenda 

and Contact information.

 LEARN MORE 

The Frac Sand Sentinel will use 

this  symbol  to  indicate  that 

further  learning  material  is 

available  in  the  Educating 

Ourselves section. 

WDNR Air Quality Permit Hearings

Superior Silica Sands application for Barron Plant, to be located at 1058 131/2 14th Avenue, 
Almena, Barron County 

Wednesday, December 5, 2012 at 1:00 pm 
Barron County Courthouse, Auditorium 
330 East La Salle Avenue 
Barron, Wisconsin 

Comments should be sent to: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, West Central Region Air 
Program, LaCrosse Area Office, 3550 Mormon Coulee Road Room 104, LaCrosse, WI 54601. Attn.: 
Michael Ross. 

MUSKIE PROPPANT, LLC application for Highway 10 Sand Processing Plant, Highway 10, Town of Union, 
Pierce County

Tuesday December 18, 2012 at 2:00 PM 
Pierce County Court House, EOC Room 
414 West Main Street (Use West Oak Street Entrance) 
Ellsworth, WI 54011 

All comments received by the DNR at the public hearing and 
any written comments received prior to the close of business on December 20, 2012 will be considered prior 
to making a final decision regarding the proposed project. 

Comments should be sent to: Mr. Joe Brehm of the DNR, Bureau of Air Management, PO Box 7921, Madison, 
Wisconsin 53707, at (608) 267-7541 or by e-mail at Joseph.Brehm@wisconsin.gov.     

 LEARN MORE  about DNR AIR QUALITY PERMITS and  PUBLIC HEARINGS 

See pages 11 and 12 for how to access air permit documents for these two hearings. 

This facility will truck sand to the Town 

of Wheaton in Chippewa County. The 

haul route is not yet known.

Many will be affected.

mailto:Joseph.Brehm@wisconsin.gov
http://www.co.la-crosse.wi.us/Minutes%20and%20Agendas/2012/Agendas/Standing/HHS/HHS121112SMA.pdf


Five Star plans to haul the mined sand to an 

UNDISCLOSED processing plant near Oakdale in 

Monroe County, and return the waste products 

to the Eau Claire site. The post-mining land use is 

supposed to be a lake.

What are the risks to the Eau Claire River? to 

Bridge Creek? Is there added concern because 

this mine site is next to a landfill? Are there 

contamination risks with what will be returned 

to the mine site from distant places?

What is the mining or drilling experience of 

Five Star Telecom Properties? of Morey Family 

Farms and Excavating, the listed operator?

Will this reclamation plan and its execution be 

strong enough to protect the Eau Claire River, 

the surrounding natural resources, the public 

park, private properties, and the health of  any 

families living nearby?

DEC 3 - 7pm: 

TOWN OF DOVRE - TOWN BOARD MEETING  

Dovre Town Hall -  

“to Review, Discuss and Work On, with Possible Action, the proposed Town of Dovre Non Metallic Mining 

Ordinance.”  SEE:   Version 1 of the latest Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance  and   Version 2 of the latest 

Nonmetallic Mining Ordinance

DEC 4 - 4 pm: Executive Committee of Chippewa County Board   - Room 302 Chippewa County Courthouse

Agenda Item #5: Resolution to Hold Advisory Referendum on Whether to Amend the United States 

Constitution to Address Spending on Elections by Corporations and Unions and PAC's - Mark Whelen

Read more in the Chippewa Herald: Tilden man seeks advisory referendum to reverse Supreme Court decision

DEC 4 - 7pm: City of Barron - Hearings on Closure of Rail Crossings, Loss of ATV Trails   - Barron City Hall

• Canadian National cites safety issues of operating ATV Trails in rail right-of-way. 

• CN offered to pay the three communities affected to erect fences that could  allow ATV use again.

• Streets must be closed at rail crossings.             READ FULL STORY in Rice Lake Chronotype, NOV 28, 2012

DEC 5 - 7 pm: TOWN of ETTRICK - at the Town Hall to learn about Town's proposed new sand mining policy.
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Develop  the  habit of  checking  meeting 

schedules and agendas in your area. Frac Sand 

related  issues  may  be  addressed  at  several 

different  board,  committee,  and  commission 

meetings.  Attending  meetings  is  necessary to 

stay informed on new and existing  frac  sand 

mining projects,  new and recurring problems, 

and  plans  that  affect  multiple  communities.  

Stay informed. Share what you learn.

Tuesday Dec. 11th 

PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING NOTICE

Town of Bridge Creek - FIVE STAR TELECOM MINE

Unity Bank in Augusta

207 W. Lincoln St.

Third Floor Meeting Room

6 pm: Open House 7 pm: Information Public Hearing

RECLAMATION DOCUMENTS:

-  Site Plans

    -  Reclamation Plan Narrative

    -  Reclamation Plan Appendices

CRITICAL CONCERNS ABOUT THIS MINE:

• Nearness to the Eau Claire River

• Nearness to Eau Claire County Forest

• Nearness to old Augusta landfill

• Post reclamation plan for a man-made lake

Please study the Eau Claire County Storm Water Ordinance

 along with the reclamation documents above to formulate 

questions about this project. Can it meet the requirements 

of the Storm Water Ordinance?  LEARN MORE 

http://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/CountyDepartments/planning_and_development/docs/Five_Star_Telecom_Properties_Public_Informational_Hearing_Statement.pdf
http://www.ricelakeonline.com/main.asp?ArticleID=24870&SectionID=6&SubSectionID=208
http://chippewa.com/news/local/tilden-man-seeks-advisory-referendum-to-reverse-supreme-court-decision/article_f655fdf0-3353-11e2-b3a0-001a4bcf887a.html
http://www.co.chippewa.wi.us/images/stories/agendasminutes/executivecommittee/2012/2012.12.04executive.pdf
http://www.townofdovre.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Nonmetallic-Mining-Ordinance-Redlined-11-14-2012-Version-2.pdf
http://www.townofdovre.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Nonmetallic-Mining-Ordinance-Redlined-11-14-2012-Version-2.pdf
http://www.townofdovre.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Nonmetallic-Mining-Ordinance-Redlined-11-14-2012-Version-2.pdf
http://www.townofdovre.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Nonmetallic-Mining-Ordinance-Redlined-11-14-2012-Version-2.pdf
http://www.townofdovre.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Nonmetallic-Mining-Ordinance-Redlined-11-13-2012-1.pdf
http://www.townofdovre.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Nonmetallic-Mining-Ordinance-Redlined-11-13-2012-1.pdf
http://www.townofdovre.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Town-Brd-Meet-Mining-Ordinance-12-3-2012.pdf
http://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/CountyDepartments/planning_and_development/docs/17_05_Storm_Water_Mngt_and_Erosion_Control.pdf
http://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/CountyDepartments/planning_and_development/docs/12074_Report_2.pdf
http://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/CountyDepartments/planning_and_development/docs/12074_Report_1.pdf
http://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/CountyDepartments/planning_and_development/docs/12074_Plans.pdf


The mission of Wisconsin Voices (Wivoices.org) is to provide a platform for regular citizens to tell their stories 

about how they are affected by public policy choices.  PUBLIC POLICY DOES MATTER!

Family Called “Collateral Damage” in Frac Sand Mining District     is their latest interview is with a New 

Auburn woman, Brenda Tabor-Adams, who details her life inside a rural Wisconsin mining district.  She, 

and others like her, are the people behind the public policy choices in Wisconsin.  Please use the link to 

read the full story and view the video. Here is an excerpt from the story:

“I no longer hang my clothes up….they are covered in dirt. There is no reason to. The trucks are 

going from 6:00 in the morning to 6:00 at night Monday through Saturday. And then there is still 

mining activity going on until 8:00 at night, sometimes even going longer. And then you can hear 

the plant that goes 24-7 all the time.”

“The screens are caked in dirt, so what is going into my lungs? You can’t keep it clean inside the 

house. It’s just covered in dirt. It’s on your skin all of the time.”

Journalist Neela Banerjee recently visited Wisconsin and has written an excellent article about the “same battles 

over jobs, public health and the environment” in Wisconsin that have been occurring elsewhere with hydraulic 

fracturing. Her article was first published in the Chicago Tribune and has since been picked up by numerous news 

outlets. Featured in the article are Ken Schmitt of Town of Howard, Dr. Crispin Pierce, Lary Boese, and others. 

 Friction over fracking sand  - Chicago Tribune, by Neela Banerjee, Tribune Washington Bureau, 11/14/12 

Ken Schmitt: "People here say this is an issue of property rights, that they can do what they want with 

their land....But individual rights end when you start affecting others' health and welfare." 

An unnamed cranberry farmer from the Town of Grant: "Fighting this just seems so hopeless. The 

companies just have so much money. They can just buy everybody. It seems like nothing can stop them. 

There's got to be better ways than this." 

Read Full Story with above link. View video by Chris Walker, Chicago Tribune, here: Sand mining draws controversy
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 TELLING OUR STORIES

"I'll ask you to pause for just a moment. 

Think about a place you love--

from your childhood or coming-of-age--

and tell me whether it looks the same now

as it did then.

Now explore with me the chain of events 

that created this change. 

Did we make decisions consciously or did we 

take our beloved places for granted--

and then, to our regret --  suddenly recognize our loss?"
--Steven Trimble, author of Bargaining for Eden, quoted in Bloomsbury Review

http://www.chicagotribune.com/videogallery/73274170/News/Sand-mining-draws-controversy
http://www.chicagotribune.com/site/newspaper/news/la-na-wisconsin-sand-20121114,0,7182628.story
http://www.wivoices.org/2012/11/20/family-trapped-in-frac-sand-mining-district-called-collateral-damage/


EAU CLAIRE COUNTY OCT Highway Committee minutes:   October 11, 2012, Frac Sand Mine permitting updates

“Marcus Evans reported on Hi-Crush sand mining operations.

The High Country project appears to be moving along somewhat slow. 

High Country will contract to have CTH R Bridge inspected because of potential concerns with 

added truck traffic.”

Frac sand industry hits lull, firms tell County Board

Rice Lake Chronotype, NOV 14, 2012, by Eileen Nimm

Has any person  or any municipality felt like this after dealing with a mining company?
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$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$     ECONOMIC IMPACTS     $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

NEWS ROUND UP

How stable are mining jobs? What expenses 

incurred by communities will not be paid back if 

companies go belly-up?                                             $

Who will pay for bridge improvement, maintenance, and repairs?                            $ 
What are the costs to taxpayers? 

Should municipalities allow mining companies to chose the firms that will conduct 

needed studies or contract themselves for these studies, at company expense?

A Larry Hagman quote found in a NYT article about his recent death:

“His father, Benjamin Hagman, was a lawyer whose clients included a number of wealthy Texas oil men; 

Larry Hagman’s memory of those tycoons would later help shape his portrayal of J. R. Ewing.

“They had such a nice, sweet smile,” Mr. Hagman recalled. “But when you finished the meeting, 

your socks were missing, and you hadn’t even noticed they’d taken your boots.”

From NYT, 11/24/12, by Enid Nemy

FIGHT SMART:  LEARN FROM ALERT AND INFORMED CITIZENS IN WINONA  

Citizens discovered that Environmental studies the County put out looked remarkably like the studies the 

mining companies produced. They were informed enough about the rules pertaining to environmental 

assessments to know the rules had not been followed, and informed the appropriate agencies about the 

violations.

As Johanna Rupprecht said in the first article, and explains further in the second:

“.. the county was supposed to conduct independent review and analysis of the information 

submitted by the applicants, and that any “conclusions” about environmental impacts 

should come from the county, not the mine applicants.”

Please read the following two articles and think about how you can and must increase your knowledge 

about rules, procedures, and laws that pertain to mining. Gain as much knowledge as possible.

YOUR HEALTH, SAFETY, AND WELFARE depend upon being informed and involved!

http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/25/arts/television/larry-hagman-who-played-jr-ewing-on-dallas-dies-at-81.html?pagewanted=all
http://www.ricelakeonline.com/main.asp?SectionID=32&SubSectionID=113&ArticleID=24800
http://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/Agenda_and_Minutes/docs/Highway/10_11_12.pdf


County bungled frac sand environmental studies - Winona Post, 11/24/12, by Sarah Squires

Winona County and frac sand: letting the fox guard (and build and pluck) the hen house - Bluestem Prairie

by Johanna Rupprecht (11/13/12).

" Analysis done by the mine proposer will be biased and will tend to downplay any potential for 

environmental harm. Geoffrey Griffin, who submitted these two draft EAWs, is the proposers’ engineer 

for these two mines. Griffin’s family owns a mine in Olmsted County near Chatfield. He is involved in other 

mining proposals around the area, including working as the project engineer for the proposed St. Charles 

processing plant. He has a large financial stake in making sure potential environmental concerns are 

dismissed and frac sand projects move forward quickly.

To make matters worse, Griffin was charged with professional incompetency in the practice of land survey-

ing and formally reprimanded in Iowa in the 1990s. He was also fined by the Minnesota Department of 

Commerce in 2010 for violating state laws related to real estate licenses.”

“So in Winona County, the fox is not only guarding the hen house, he is designing it."

Voluntary dismissal of frac sand lawsuit expected - Rice Lake Chronotype, 11/14/12

SAD NEWS: It was hoped that this could have been a test case on the consistency requirement of 

Comprehensive Plans..........READ MORE:

A Missed Opportunity - Rice Lake Chronotype, 11/28/12, Chronotype Editorial Board

“The frac sand boom raises legitimate concerns and questions, some of which 
would have been examined more closely in this lawsuit had our legal system not 
presented such a financially daunting obstacle to average citizens.

The county's Comprehensive Plan states "Successful economic development efforts 
promote development that creates jobs and business growth while retaining or 
enhancing the quality of life for a majority of the community's residents." Does 
frac sand mining fit that definition, and who should be the judge?”  

SEH  Third-party consultant approved for assessment - Houston County News, 11/28/12, by Clay Schuldt

“The Houston County Board of Commissioners appointed Short Elliott Hendrickson Inc. on Nov. 20 as the 

third-party consultant to review the Environmental Assessment Worksheet being prepared on the Tracie 

Erickson mine.”

“Frank said that while the firm had knowledge of the frac sand mining industry and had done work in 

Wisconsin, it assured the county it has no connection with frac sand mining in Minnesota and has 

conducted third-party consulting in the past.”

“... it was difficult to find a firm without any connection to frac sand mining in Minnesota.” 
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Is your community struggling to find attorneys or engineers who aren't also working for the mining companies? 

What professional standards are attorneys and engineering firms expected to adhere to re: conflicts of interest?

Do you know what your city, town, county, and state laws are pertaining to conflict of interest? 

How can citizens & municipalities improve their chances of receiving unbiased, scientifically sound information?

COMMUNITY 

QUALITY OF 

LIFE

WHO 

DECIDES?

http://lacrossetribune.com/houstonconews/news/local/third-party-consultant-approved-for-assessment/article_b84f06f6-3974-11e2-ba9f-0019bb2963f4.html
http://www.ricelakeonline.com/main.asp?SectionID=9&SubSectionID=211&ArticleID=24872&TM=59849.82
http://www.ricelakeonline.com/main.asp?SectionID=6&SubSectionID=208&ArticleID=24804&TM=54375.48
http://landstewardshipproject.org/repository/1/609/griffin_real_estate.pdf
http://landstewardshipproject.org/repository/1/610/griffin_geoffrey_g_iowa_survey.pdf
http://www.postbulletin.com/news/stories/display.php?id=1504879
http://www.postbulletin.com/news/stories/display.php?id=1504879
http://www.bluestemprairie.com/bluestemprairie/2012/11/winona-county-frac-sand-letting-the-fox-guard-build-the-hen-house.html
http://www.winonapost.com/stock/functions/VDG_Pub/detail.php?choice=50758&ho


Wheaton Tables Decision on Non-Metallic Mining Moratorium - Chippewa Herald, 11/14/12, Alicia Yager

Town Board wants to give Doug Clary, Chippewa County Zoning Administrator a chance to prepare a conditional 

use permit with clear standards and restrictions. If this isn't satisfactory, the Town may still decide to go with a 

licensing ordinance, modeled on the Town of Howard ordinance.

Two Residents Share Sand Concerns with Board - Chippewa Herald, 10/10/12, by Rod Stetzer

• Victoria Trinko, of Town of Cooks Valley, expressed concern about her recently diagnosed asthma.

• Patricia Popple spoke about Chippewa County lagging behind other counties in terms of meaningful 

standards to regulate frac sand mining.

The report Ms. Popple based her comments on is from the Center For Land Use Education:  Evaluating 

Non-Metallic Mining: County Zoning Ordinances  How many standards does your County have? See pg 6.

AIR QUALITY ISSUES

Silica dust raises health concerns - Waupaca NOW, website for The County Post, 11/21/12, Jane Crawford 

Peterson

Read about a petition presented by Ms. Peterson,and signed by 33 doctors, nurses and health care 

professionals from Waupaca County, concerned about the mine. The petition asks that a reliable study 

about public health risks related to Respirable Crystalline Silica be done before increased sand mining is 

considered. 

Silica sand still has some unknowns - Red Wing - Post Bulletin, 11/16/12, John Weiss

Read the article about a recent meeting at which Public Officials spoke on frac sand mining issues. Some 

quotes:

Hillary Carpenter of the Department of Health: 

• “Though a lot of the dust would be removed at processing plants, a study found dust above federal 

limits at the fracking wells”

• “Exposure can be worse for people who live downwind of a quarry or mine, and animals might also 

be affected..”

• "In order for people to feel comfortable, … there has to be monitoring," 

Our voices silenced at frac forum  - Red Wing Republican Eagle,  11/21/12 - An editorial about the 

meeting by Rob Meyer of Red Wing:

"The only speaker with an on-point message was Hillary Carpenter, Minnesota Department of Health, 

who reminded the audience that the only way to avoid silicosis is to avoid breathing silica." 

Page 7 of 12

...AND IT IS DIFFICULT TO FIND A LAW FIRM IN WEST CENTRAL WISCONSIN WITHOUT ANY 

CONNECTIONS TO FRAC SAND MINING. HOW CAN A LEGAL FIRM FAIRLY REPRESENT BOTH A 

SAND MINING COMPANY AND A TOWN, CITY, or COUNTY TRYING TO REGULATE MINING 

OPERATIONS IN THEIR COMMUNITY? 

How should such conflicts be addressed and the incidences of conflict of interest reduced?

Is the question even asked, through meetings, bid processes, or application forms?

 Trust is broken across this region. Can it be restored, and if so, how? 

http://www.republican-eagle.com/event/article/id/84999/
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://postbulletin.com/news/stories/display.php%3Fid%3D1515045&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgAIAEoATAAOABAideihQVIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=0aduyNylL0M&usg=AFQjCNGVk9G9xZ03xb2RFqzo6VBBOSL4fg
http://www.google.com/url?sa=X&q=http://postbulletin.com/news/stories/display.php%3Fid%3D1515045&ct=ga&cad=CAcQARgAIAEoATAAOABAideihQVIAVgAYgVlbi1VUw&cd=0aduyNylL0M&usg=AFQjCNGVk9G9xZ03xb2RFqzo6VBBOSL4fg
http://www.waupacanow.com/opinion/silica-dust-raises-health-concerns-----jcpg-302619-180384491.html
http://wcwrpc.org/Frac_Sand/Planning_and_Regs/CountyZoningFracSand3.pdf
http://wcwrpc.org/Frac_Sand/Planning_and_Regs/CountyZoningFracSand3.pdf
http://chippewa.com/news/local/two-residents-share-sand-concerns-with-board/article_e5821d2a-12e1-11e2-86e0-001a4bcf887a.html#.UKPde4wMgGg.email
http://chippewa.com/news/local/wheaton-tables-decision-on-nonmetallic-mining-moratorium/article_9326586c-2e60-11e2-8508-0019bb2963f4.html#.UKPd1tiSWPc.email


RAIL  ISSUES 

Canadian National Railroad conducting “Barron Safety Blitz.”  (See Frac sand industry hits lull, firms tell 

County Board   Rice Lake Chronotype, NOV 14, 2012, by Eileen Nimm)

In this article, Director of U.S. Government Affairs Kevin Soucie tells about a  program to educate the 

community on safe behavior around trains. Recreational trespassing was mentioned as a serious threat to 

safety near rail lines.

Citizens in Chippewa County have asked for this kind of program since EOG Resources started operations 

in the City, but so far neither the City of Chippewa Falls nor any rail company have offered such a program. 

Freight Rail Conference was held in Eau Claire, WI. Frac Sand was major focus of all presentations.

Hear how Future plans are already being laid  for greater rail shipping of frac sand. Hear Rick Shearer of  

Superior Silica Sands tell how “Wonderful” frac sand mining is for Wisconsin.

Viewing this video will  give you a bigger picture of the long term planning being done by all industries  

associated with frac sand mining, oil and gas.

You may access the video of this conference at Chippewa Valley Community Television (THANKS CVTV !) 

http://www.cvctv.org/video/ Click on the PLAYLIST TAB. Click on REGIONAL INTERESTS. 

Select from that list the Regional Rail Freight Meeting, OCT 26.

**  ***   Wisconsin Counties Association Creates Frac Sand Task Force   ***  **

….the Task Force will consider all issues its members deem appropriate relating to frac sand operations in 

Wisconsin and make recommendations for consideration by the WCA Board of Directors...... 

The following county officials will serve a one-year term on the committee:

•Lance Pliml, Wood County Board Chair (Task Force Chair)

•Del Twidt, Buffalo County Board Chair

•Steve Rasmussen, Dunn County Board Chair

•Tara Johnson, La Crosse County Board Chair

•Patricia Haukohl, Waukesha County Board Vice-Chair

•Bruce Stelzner, Chippewa County Highway Commissioner

•Brentt Michalek, Sauk County Conservation, Planning and Zoning Director

County official to head frac sand task force - Wisconsin Rapids Tribune, 11/23/12, by Karen Madden

“While many counties in Wisconsin continue to struggle with how to handle the growing frac sand mining industry, 

a Wood County official is taking the lead of a statewide task force formed to study the issue and make 

recommendations on a united approach.

The Wisconsin Counties Association created the task force, and association President Gus Wirth appointed Wood 

County Chairman Lance Pliml as chairman of the group, according to a news release from the Wisconsin Counties 

Association.

What we’re trying to do is come up with somewhat of a unified set of rules that maybe can be enacted as legislation 

to deal with frac sand use from hauling agreements, through environmental land use, through health concerns,” 

Pliny said. He has a list of 15 to 20 experts in various fields to speak to the committee.”
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http://www.wisconsinrapidstribune.com/article/20121123/WRT0101/311230230/County-official-head-frac-sand-task-force?odyssey=nav%7Chead&nclick_check=1
http://www.wicounties.org/blog/wca-creates-frac-sand-task-force/
http://www.cvctv.org/video/
http://www.ricelakeonline.com/main.asp?SectionID=32&SubSectionID=113&ArticleID=24800
http://www.ricelakeonline.com/main.asp?SectionID=32&SubSectionID=113&ArticleID=24800


The Task Force held its first meeting in October.   Weld, Riley, Prenn and Ricci (WRPR) attorney, John Behling 

spoke at the November meeting. From the firm's announcement, note WRPR long history serving mining 

industry.  http://www.wrpr.com/Press-Releases/JRB-Speaking-WCA.pdf

“The law firm of Weld, Riley, Prenn & Ricci, S.C. is pleased to announce Attorney John Robert Behling will be 

addressing the Wisconsin Counties Associations’ Frac Sand Task Force on Thursday, November 29, 2012, at 

12:00 p.m., at the Cranberry Country Lodge in Tomah, Wisconsin. 

Weld, Riley President Steve Weld, “We are pleased that our firm has been a forerunner of siting and developing 

mines across Wisconsin. The firm’s experience in mining dates back to the Flambeau Copper Mine and our firm 

continues to be on the cutting edge of land use and environmental matters.” 

 

Broader view of issues affecting frac sand mining. Conflicting reports about energy independence, resource 

depletion, climate change and the connections between the economy and energy issues.

Frack Fight A Secret War of Activists -- With the World in the Balance

Be sure to read Ellen Cantarow's latest on the fight against hydraulic fracturing in New York. 

Please Note:  Ellen's article begins farther down the page, when you use the link above.

• Citizens in New York  are using the same tools available to us in in the Midwest. 

• Can we learn from them how to be more effective in our battle against frac sand mining here? Think 

about this when you read Ellen's great article.

INFLUENCE OF ENERGY POLICY ON EDUCATION and THE RELIABILITY OF RESEARCH (or lack thereof):

SUNY BUFFALO WILL END CONTROVERSIAL FRACKING INSTITUTE -NEW YORK TIMES

"The State University of New York at Buffalo announced Monday that it was closing down its newly formed 

Shale Resources and Society Institute, which was devoted to the study of hydraulic fracturing, citing “a cloud 

of uncertainty over its work.” "

"The controversies over fracking research tap into concerns in academia about the growing influence of 

corporate money in research especially at a time when government grants are declining." 
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T H E   G L O             B A L    V I E WT H E   G L O             B A L    V I E W 

Which Corporations are Funding Research at the University near you?

For Example: In the UW-Eau Claire Geology Department Newsletter , Summer 2012, you can see the list of 

corporate donors on page 4 (and listed below). Receiving monies from corporations does not automatically 

mean research produced by a University is untrustworthy. It is a concern, as indicated in the NYT article 

above, as this corporate influence on research appears to be growing.

CORPORATE CONTRIBUTIONS TO GEOLOGY ADVANCEMENT FUND 

BHP Billiton Petroleum, Inc. Golder Associates, Inc. 

Chevron Corporation Kinder Morgan Foundation 

Fairmount Minerals/Wisconsin Industrial Sand Company Maptek

http://www.uwec.edu/Geology/upload/geology12online.pdf
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/s/state_university_of_new_york_at_buffalo/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/20/nyregion/suny-buffalo-will-end-controversial-fracking-institute.html?_r=0
http://www.tomdispatch.com/blog/175618/tomgram%3A_ellen_cantarow%2C_%22little_revolution%2C%22_big_fracking_consequences/
http://www.wrpr.com/Press-Releases/JRB-Speaking-WCA.pdf


There's Oil On Them Thar Campuses! - NPR story about fracking and resource extraction on college campuses. Has the 

world gone mad?

"More than a dozen schools in states as varied as Texas, Montana, Ohio and West Virginia are already 

tapping natural resources on college campuses. The University of Southern Indiana recently started 

pumping oil. And Pennsylvania is considering drilling possibilities at six campuses."  

Harvard Students Vote to Divest from Fossil Fuels - Common Dreams, 11/20/12

Quoted in the article is Bill McKibben: "The divestment campaigns have received a new jolt of energy in recent 

weeks as Bill McKibben and 350.org’s “Do the Math” tour promotes fossil fuel divestment as a central strategy for 

challenging the power of the carbon barons. "If it’s wrong to wreck the climate, then it’s wrong to profit from that 

wreckage," McKibben told students at his alma mater, Harvard, last week."

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE, or NOT?

Fracking industry aims to export natural gas - EcoWatch, 11/14/12

“The hype over fracking is giving Americans a false sense of energy security,” said Food & Water Watch executive director 

Wenonah Hauter. “The industry is making empty promises about U.S. energy security to prolong America’s destructive 
dependence on fossil fuels. At the same time, it is laying the groundwork to sell natural gas overseas to maximize profits. The gas 

will go wherever it can fetch the highest price—and right now that’s not the United States.” 

IEA Oil Forecast Unrealistically High - Misses Diminishing Returns  - by Gail Tverberg who publishes at Our Finite World 

Read all her articles at:  http://ourfiniteworld.com/ 

Also: Understanding Our Oil Related Fiscal Cliff

MUST READ: Fracking Our Food Supply - published in The Nation, 11/28/12, by Elizabeth Royte

  Educating Ourselves  

Check here for LEARN MORE references

 LEARN MORE about boreholes: 

 LEARN MORE about preparing for Public Hearings, such as the Five Star Telecom reclamation hearing on DEC 11
th

:

We cannot know all we need to know as citizens about technical matters like reclamation plans and air 

permit hearings. It is important to develop the skills for and practice of contacting public officials and staff 

who have the expertise. If you are part of a large group, designate a few people to make these contacts. 

They can share with others later.  Staff in Land Conservation and Zoning offices, the DNR, and public health 

officials should be willing to share their expertise and answer your questions.
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State code NR 141 addresses borehole filling requirements.

A link to NR 141.25 can be found on the Silica sand mining pages of the DNR website along with a form to be 

submitted to the local DNR office after abandonment. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Tom Woletz, DNR natural resources manager, 715-839-3756; Ed 

Culhane, DNR communications, Eau Claire, 715-781-1683; Andrew Savagian, DNR communications, Madison 

608-261-6422

 JAN 2012 letter from DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp re: boreholes 

http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Mines/documents/BoreholeLetter.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Mines/Silica.html
http://www.thenation.com/article/171504/fracking-our-food-supply
http://ourfiniteworld.com/2012/11/29/understanding-our-oil-related-fiscal-cliff/
http://ourfiniteworld.com/
http://ourfiniteworld.com/2012/11/13/iea-oil-forecast-unrealistically-high-misses-diminishing-returns/
http://ecowatch.org/2012/fracking-industry-export-natural-gas/
http://www.thecrimson.com/article/2012/11/16/mckibben-klein-fossil-fuels/
http://math.350.org/
http://www.commondreams.org/headline/2012/11/20-8
http://www.npr.org/2012/11/20/165564546/there-s-oil-on-them-there-campuses


Study the available documents as best as you can to start with. Write down the questions that you have 

about the project or permit, the things that concern you most. Then, make an appointment, phone call, or 

send an email asking your questions. Be respectful of the time constraints the people you contact may be 

working under. 

If you have a special talent for reading and understanding technical and scientific documents, offer to help 

others understand these enough that they can formulate their own public comments. 

As an example, Patricia Popple recently requested information from Woletz of Wisconsin DNR: (FISH AS FLOCCULANT?)

Jim Walker from Superior Silica Sands had recently indicated that the ingredient used as a flocculent for 

cleaning sand was "ground up fish".  So Pat sent an inquiry to DNR. She received this response from Tom 

Woletz:

HI Pat,

There is a product called chitosan that is made of ground up shells from shellfish. This may be what Jim 

Walker was referring to. This product is being used by some mining operations as a flocculant. I don’t know 

if Superior is one of them. Ruth King is our stormwater person for the Superior plant. Ruth do you know if 

they are using chitosan? Pat here is a link to information on chitosan: 

http://www.clearwatercomplianceservices.com/clean_urban_water.pdf

best, tom

A simple action, but valuable information was acquired. Now, should we be asking that all companies use this 

more natural product? Would someone like to research this matter?

 LEARN MORE about:  DNR AIR PERMIT DOCUMENTS, Public Hearings, and Public Meetings

Upcoming DNR Public Hearings are found here:  http://dnr.wi.gov/news/input/Hearings.html  

Upcoming DNR Public Meetings are found here:  http://dnr.wi.gov/News/Input/Meetings.html

 

The differences between Hearings and Meetings are these:

Public Hearings are meetings in which the public is invited to speak on the record about an issue. If 

you are unable to attend a hearing in person, you can also submit written comments on most public 

hearing issues. 

Public Meetings: The DNR holds many meetings that are open to the public. Unlike public hearings, 

comments and participation at these meetings are not usually "on the record."

Air Permits  are developed by DNR staff, working with the applicant (sand mining company, for example) 

and its engineers. There can be a great deal of back and forth as they work to “get it right.”

Once the permit has received preliminary approval from DNR it is made available to the Public for comment. 

Sometimes a Public Hearing is scheduled right from the start, and sometimes DNR waits to receive Public 

comments before determining if a Hearing should be held or not. 

Asking for a Hearing if one is not already scheduled,  is the first and most simple thing any citizen can do in regard 

to Air Permits. With ‘frac sand’ permits, this can buy time for citizens and the community to learn more about the 

project and what its impacts to air quality might be. 
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Typically, from the date the Public Notice is published, announcing the public comment period is open, citizens 

have 30 days to submit a comment to DNR. If a Hearing is scheduled after the initial Public Notice, then the clock 

is typically re-set to extend the Public Comment period to a short time past the Hearing date. 

 

To find out if any Air Permits are about to be issued and opened for Public Comments use the Air Permit Search 

site: http://dnr.wi.gov/cias/am/amexternal/AM_PermitTrackingSearch.aspx

 

You can enter either the name of the facility near the top, or select your own County about half way down the 

tool. Click on  “search” and all the air permits for your County will be listed. Scroll through the list to look for the 

name of the company or facility you want to examine; click on it. You will get some drop down lists of all the 

documents and permitting history (timeline) for that particular permit.

FOR SUPERIOR SILICA AIR PERMIT: 

Select   BARRON COUNTY  . SELECT "Superior Silica Sands" Permit number   603108330, Pine Street. On 

the page that opens up, scroll down and click on SELECT, next to permit number 603108330- F01. A whole list of 

documents for this permit will appear. They will load in the lower left corner of your computer screen (generally).  

Repeat for the other permit listed.

FOR MUSKIE PROPPANTS AIR PERMIT:

Select PIERCE COUNTY. SELECT "Hwy 10 Sand Processing Plant" Permit number 648032660.            On the page that 

opens up, scroll down and click on SELECT, next to permit number 648032660-F01. A whole list of documents for 

this permit will appear. 

WHICH DOCUMENT TELLS ME THE MOST? When it comes to Air Quality Permits, the "Preliminary 

Determination," sometimes noted as "PD" in the permit number, will give you the most information about the 

project, the kind of equipment to be used, the volume of sand to be processed, and the volume of various air 

pollutants that will be emitted from the proposed facility - whether it is a new project, or the expansion of an 

existing projects.

Permits look at how much of a pollutant is already in the ambient air, and what the project will add to that. 

Certain EPA standards, or levels, must be met. However, just because DNR deems that a project will meet these 

standards, that doesn't mean the permit can't be improved. FOR FRAC SAND projects in particular, focusing on 

fugitive dust measures is critically important. 

The actual "Draft Permit" will tell you what controls and measurse the applicant must follow. 

Welcome to the Frac Sand Sentinel, a newsletter highlighting resource links, news media accounts, blog posts, 

correspondence, observations and opinions gathered regarding local actions on, and impacts of, the developing frac sand  

mining and processing industries. 

The content of this newsletter is for informational purposes only. The editor of the Frac Sand Times does not accept any  

responsibility or liability for the use or misuse of the content of this newsletter or reliance by any persons on the newsletters  

contents. 

You are receiving this newsletter because you have expressed an interest in this information. We don't sell or loan your e-

mail address to anyone. You can subscribe for, or unsubscribe from, the newsletter at any time by emailing the sender at  

sunnyday5@charter.net, noting your request.
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