WHO WILL MONITOR AND ASSURE THAT OUR WATER IS SAFE, CLEAN AND
DRINKABLE AND NOT INJURIOUS TO WATERWAYS, WILDLIFE, AND FUTURE
CITIZENS?

......keeping
watch on the
industry
Issue: # 149
Date: AUGUST 1, 2017

A hearing will be held in
Chippewa County that
Wisconsin Residents
may find of interest as
the results may be
similar to situations to
your area in the state.
The WPDES permit for the Superior Silica Sands
Auburn Mine has expired and replaced by the
WPDES General Discharge Permit # W/-8046515-06
dated Aug. 1, 2016 (General Discharge Permit). The
updated General Discharge Permit resumes that
offsite discharge of storm water, contaminated
storm water and wastewater will occur, and
provides conditions under which these discharges
will be managed. Under this Nonmetallic Mining
Reclamation Plan Amendment, SSS proposes to

discharge storm water, contaminated storm water,
and wastewater (as defined in the General
Discharge Permit) in accordance with the General
Discharge Permit and the accompanying Storm
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for this
mine into Trout Creek. See the Official Public
Notice below:
OFFICIAL PUBLIC NOTICE
Public Informational Hearing
Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation
Notice is hereby given that Superior Silica Sands,
LLC (SSS) has filed an application to amend an
existing Nonmetallic Reclamation Plan for the SSS
Auburn Mine, as regulated under the Chippewa
County Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation
Ordinance, NMM Permit #2011-02.
As currently permitted, the mine site covers
approximately 473 acres with a maximum
allowable depth of excavation established at 1,100
feet above MSL.
As currently permitted, the mine operates as a
zero discharge mine with no water discharges to
surface water.
The proposed plan amendment would allow

controlled discharges of storm water and treated
wastewater, meeting the requirements for water
discharge, established under the Wisconsin
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES)
General Permit No. WI-B046515-6 for Industrial
Sand Mining and Processing.
A hearing on the permit application and
reclamation plan will be held on Wednesday
evening, August 23, 2017, in Room 302 at the
Chippewa County Courthouse. A public
informational hearing, pursuant to NR 135.20(2),
will commence at 7:30 p.m. The public
informational hearing will be conducted for the
purpose of explaining and receiving comments
from affected persons on the nature, feasibility,
and effects of the proposed reclamation.
Pursuant to Wis. Admin. Code NR135.20(3)(c), the
subject matter and testimony at this public
informational hearing shall be limited to the
reclamation of the nonmetallic mine site. To meet
this requirement, public testimony that extends
beyond the scope of the NR135.20 hearing,
including matters related to traffic, setbacks,
blasting, hours of operation, noise or dust control,
or the question of whether to use the land for
mining, will be curtailed.
Copies of the application and reclamation plan are
available for review at the Chippewa County

Department of Land Conservation & Forest
Management, 711 N. Bridge Street, Room 011,
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729 during regular business
hours. The plan can also be viewed and
downloaded at no cost from the Department’s
website at: http://www.co.chippewa.wi.us Paper
and digital copies are available upon request at
duplication cost.
The public may contact the Department of Land
Conservation & Forest Management at (715) 7203644 with questions regarding the application and
reclamation plan or if you wish to make an
appointment to review documents for the
proposed mine.
___________________________________________
_______
Christien Huppert, Project Engineer, Chippewa
County
Publish: Saturday, July 22, 2017, and July 29, 2017

6.2 Storm Water Management (edited July 19,
2017)
The Mine Operator will be responsible for
completing the storm water management and

monitoring activities that are specified in the
general storm water permit and will meet
Chippewa County storm water standards as
established in the following document: "Plan
Content, Specifications, and Engineering
Requirements for Non-Metallic Mines Constructed
in Bedrock". Storm water will be managed to
minimize runoff to surrounding properties. During
all phases of the mining operations, storm water
will be contained within the active mining area or
will be directed into one of the constructed storm
water infiltration basins. During low rate
precipitation events, infiltration will occur more
readily and a high percentage of storm water is
expected to infiltrate before flowing into a storm
water infiltration basin. During higher rate
precipitation events, storm water that does not
infiltrate within the active mining area will flow into
a storm water infiltration basin by following natural
contours and /or diversions.
Nine storm water infiltration basins are planned to
be constructed at the proposed mine site over the
life of the mine. The approximate locations and
sizes of the storm water infiltration basins are
included on Figure 4 (labeled A-1). The number,
size, and location of the basins may change, based
on the mine operator's intent to capture as much
storm water as possible in each drainage area, and
also based on direction and method of mining and
clearing operations. The operator shall submit an

engineered design for each storm water pond to
Chippewa County LCFM prior to beginning any
mining related activities in the drainage basin for
that pond. The storm water pond design shall
include engineering drawings sufficient to define
the size and shape of the proposed storm water
pond. Construction of the infiltration basins will be
completed as mining progresses across the site.
HydroCAD software was used to properly size the
storm water infiltration basins that will be
constructed at the proposed mine site, and the
basins were sized conservatively to hold both a 10
and 100 year storm event, with no infiltration used
in the calculation. Documentation of the
HydroCAD calculation is included in Appendix E.
Each storm water basin will have an overflow weir
that would act as a discharge point for storms in
excess of the 100 year event. The practice of
pumping water from storm water basins for use in
processing may be incorporated as a storm water
management activity conducted on site.

6.2.1 Offsite Water Discharge (added July 19, 2017)
The Superior Silica Sands (SSS) Auburn Mine
(Glaser/Pietz Site) was initially covered by WDNR
WPDES General Discharge Permit No. WI-004651505 effective July 1, 2009, and was permitted as an
internally drained facility. As such, all storm water

that fell on the mine site and all water that drained
from washed sand stockpiles was to be contained
within the mine boundaries.
That WPDES permit has since expired and has
been replaced by WPDES General Discharge
Permit No. W/-8046515-06, dated August 1, 2016
(General Discharge Permit). This updated General
Discharge Permit presumes that offsite discharge
of storm water, contaminated storm water, and
wastewater will occur, and provides conditions
under which these discharges will be managed.
Under this Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation Plan
Amendment, Superior Silica Sands proposes to
discharge storm water, contaminated storm water,
and wastewater (as defined in the General
Discharge Permit) in accordance with the General
Discharge Permit and the accompanying Storm
Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) for this
mine.

The Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan for the
mine facility documents the methods that will be
used by the mine operator to meet the General
Discharge Permit requirements.
The current Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan
for the SSS Auburn Mine is provided as an
attachment to this Nonmetallic Mine Reclamation
Plan Amendment.
To meet the requirements of the General

Discharge Permit, NR 135, and the Chippewa
County Nonmetallic Mining Reclamation
Ordinance, the Storm Water Pollution Prevention
Plan will be systematically implemented to manage
storm water, contaminated storm water, and waste
water.
Storm water, contaminated storm water, and
wastewater will be discharged from the mine to
Trout Creek or to groundwater via infiltration. More
than one discharge route may be used
simultaneously.
The water that will be discharged from the mine
will be analyzed prior to release as required in the
General Discharge Permit. Monitoring and
reporting of all discharges will be conducted in
accordance to the General Discharge Permit and
the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan.
The Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan will be
reviewed quarterly by the mine operator to
evaluate 1) the adequacy of Best Management
Practices (BMPs) being implemented to prevent
storm water from becoming contaminated storm
water, 2) the adequacy of BMPs being
implemented to treat contaminated storm water to
the maximum extent practicable, and 2) the
effectiveness of wastewater treatment methods
being used to meet General Discharge Permit
discharge requirements.

The operator shall record, on an ongoing basis,
any issues or complications that may prevent the
implementation of specific activities, BMPs, or
wastewater treatment methods as defined in the
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan.
Proposed modifications to the Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan that significantly affect
the discharge of storm water, contaminated storm
water, or wastewater shall be documented by the
operator, and shall be reviewed and approved by
the Department of Land Conservation and Forest
Management prior to implementation.
The operator shall document all changes made to
the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan during
the preceding year, and any intended changes
during the following year, in the Annual
Reclamation Report, as referenced in Section 12.1
of the Reclamation Plan
More details can be found on the Chippewa
County Website: Land Conservation and Forestry
Management Department. The DNR additionally
has more information on line at their website. You
are invited to attend the hearing as it may provide
additional information to you when amendments
are added by mining companies and others in your
area.
Is it storm water, is it polluted storm water, or is it

waste water?
Can mining operations working in coordination
with conservation departments keep the waters in
the State of Wisconsin clean and safe for its
population?
We all have a responsibility to make this plan
work. Can best management practices assure us
that all will be well in light of the many water
problems already known to exist in Wisconsin?
Please be present at this meeting to hear more
about the plan and to make comments, either
written or oral!

Pat Popple 715-723-6398
sunnyday5@charter.net
Welcome to the Frac Sand Sentinel, a newsletter highlighting resource links, news
media accounts, blog posts, correspondence, observations and opinions gathered
regarding local actions on, and impacts of, the developing frac sand mining and
processing industries.
The content of this newsletter is for informational purposes only. The editor of the Frac
Sand Sentinel does not accept any responsibility or liability for the use or misuse of the
content of this newsletter or reliance by any persons on the newsletters contents.

CHECK OUT THE WEBSITE: WWW.CCC-WIS.COM for additional information

