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Gas Industry Loses Fight to Keep Fracking Pollution Case
Secret
03-20-2013

The doctors, scientists and advocates argued in favor of greater transparency about
natural gas operations and their health effects.
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Earthjustice

A judge ruled today in favor of journalists seeking
access to information about a fracking pollution
court case.

Judge Debbie O’Dell-Seneca reversed an order by a
Washington County court sealing the record in a
case in which a Pennsylvania family sued
several gas companies over property damage
and health impacts related to air and water pollution
from nearby natural gas operations.

The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the Observer-
Reporter had intervened in the case to unseal the
records, while gas companies unsuccessfully fought
to keep the records out of the public eye.

Earthjustice, the non-profit environmental law
firm, submitted an amicus brief supporting the
newspapers on behalf of Philadelphia Physicians
for Social Responsibility, Physicians
Scientists & Engineers for Healthy Energy, Dr. Bernard D. Goldstein, Dr. Walter Tsou, Dr. Jerome A. Paulson, Dr. William
Rom, Dr. Sandra Steingraber, Dr. Simona Perry, Dr. Robert Oswald, Dr. Michelle Bamberger, Kathryn Vennie and
Earthworks. The doctors, scientists and advocates argued in favor of greater transparency about natural gas operations and their
health effects.

“This case pitted the natural gas industry’s insistence on secrecy against the historic commitment of the courts to public access to
judicial proceedings,” said Earthjustice attorney Matthew Gerhart. “The court’s ruling reaffirms the importance of public access to
the courts. This is a victory for everyone who believes that we need more information about the environmental and health
consequences of fracking.”

Visit EcoWatch’s FRACKING page for more related news on this topic.

——–

Sign the petition today, telling President Obama to enact an immediate fracking moratorium:
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Laurie LaGoe says:
03-20-2013 at 10:13 pm

It is about time the gas industry lost the privilege of keeping the fracking chemicals secret. Anything the
government keeps secret from the public is detrimental to the public. Fracking even make inequality worse by

forcing people to buy bottled water.

One of the worst things in the world is to be thirsty and being forced to stay thirsty with only my own saliva to quench my
thirst.

Reply

Brenda Lee says:
03-21-2013 at 11:02 am

BRAVO!!!! WELL DONE EARTHJUSTICE and to all involved!!! THIS IS A HUGE VICTORY that will open the
door to more information! WELL DONE!! THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR EFFORTS!

Reply

Larry A. Powell says:
03-21-2013 at 1:00 pm

This is very encouraging. We need more transparency of this issue. The gas and oil company s are dangerous to
our democracy by attempting to hide our right to know the truth.

Thank you for this article
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Margaret Myers says:
03-21-2013 at 1:01 pm

Congratulations for all the hard work that went into securing this VICTORY for all people. Protect our water –
protect the land. The oil and gas industry can buy some people like Senator Inhofe in Oklahoma but it can’t buy

ALL the people. Power to the people !!

Reply

Gerry Seger says:
03-21-2013 at 1:31 pm

Keep up the FIGHT EVERYONE. Let your voices be heard in your community. That is the ONLY way to stop the
TOXIC FRACKING that destroys the water, soil, air, our environment and to protect our land and water NOW

and for the future generations. I have contacted numerous Medical Groups Nation Wide with my story of Methane Gas
Poisoning asking them to educate themselves regarding recognizing and testing their patients for toxic chemicals. My lungs,
blood, organs, brain and entire body is full of toxic and poisonous petro chemicals and solvents found in Methane Gas. YES,
it is poisonous and toxic, as the Gas Companies LIE to you when they say “it is not toxic, or harmful” PLUS with Fracking
you have all the added toxic chemicals used in the explosions into the Shale that leaks into the water table, or is piped into
rivers, lakes, streams. Contact me if you want to read my diagnosis from Methane Gas Poisoning: gfrms@charter.net. The
fight to BAN FRACKING MUST continue as it is killing too many people and destroying our environment. Gerry Seger,
Michigan

Reply

Dan Kuhr says:
03-21-2013 at 5:26 pm

Dump all sludge and toxic waste on properties of Republican Teabagger sites, who are keen and gratuitous
about destroying other people’s properties.

Reply

K. ROBERTS says:
03-22-2013 at 8:21 am

HOORAY!!! Victory over the blasted gas industry this can only open the door to more disclosure and
transparency as to all those secrets the industry is trying to keep! Good job, Earthjustice- I am proud to be a

supporter!!

Reply

caren shatter says:
03-22-2013 at 11:54 am

Yeah to Judge Debbie O’Dell-Seneca for standing up for what is right, and what is best for the people and for
our country. I’m sure the oil companies tried to pay her off to decide in their favor. Her morals are to be

commended. Perhaps this will lead the way for other elected officials to follow their consciences. Let’s hope.

Reply

Kim Feil says:
03-23-2013 at 11:05 am

Another secret being kept is happening in Arlington TX on citizens that call 911 during gas drilling pad site
emission events where EMT’s responded to health effects during the releases. The first Attorney General ruling

from the April 2011 event was that only part of the info could be released and left it up to the city to decide which part is
public information. The second request from the 1/31/13 “Cowboys Stadium smells like Chesapekae Cat Piss” event is still
under consideration at the Attorney Generals office to be released or not. So when people are sickened by nearby padsite
emissions and call for EMT’s to respond… that is not public information in Arlington gasland Texas….wtf? I live, breathe,
and blog in BarnettShaleHell.

Reply
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COMMITTEE TO BAN
FRACKING IN MICHIGAN — In
Michigan we have the
constitutional power to write our
own laws through a ballot initiative
and put them before the voters.
Other states threatened by
fracking, such as New York and
Pennsylvania, do not have this
option ...
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For the past year, family farm
advocates and legal experts have
fought to stop the Monsanto
Protection Act, another special
interest corporate giveaway that
fundamentally undermines ...
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Check out the world-renowned
environmental leaders that provide
their insights to EcoWatch.
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NATURAL RESOURCES
DEFENSE COUNCIL — In short,
rules on the books in many states
—which take away the public’s
ability to protect their own
property and neighborhood
integrity—actually subvert the very
fabric of our democracy. It is
dangerous stuff that ...
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CLEVELAND INTERNATIONAL
FILM FESTIVAL — The acoustic
guitar has been involved in some
of the most magnificent recordings
ever made. But the quality of
sound depends on one thing: the
wood. Turns out, the trees that
produce it are ...
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